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I’ve Got a Question
It’s always fun when someone says that.
You never what will come next.
Questions are exciting because they shake things up. A good question cuts through the fog of a
long discussion and forces us to confront the big issues. A good question causes the rest of us to
stop and say, “Hey, I wondered that about that myself.”
Good questions open doors to let the truth come in.
That’s one reason the gospels are full of questions:
“Who is this man?”
“Do you love me?”
“What is your name?”
“Are you trying to destroy us?”
“Are you saying we’re blind?”
“Who touched me?”
“Why this waste?”
Each question reveals something about the person who asked. Each question points us in the
direction of new truth. Each question ultimately brings us face to face with Jesus Christ.
In this Lenten journey we will focus on questions found in the four gospels.
Some are questions asked to Jesus.
Some are questions asked about Jesus.
Some are questions asked by Jesus.
Taken together all of them reveal important spiritual truth we need to know. Lou Holtz, the
famous football coach, once remarked that, “I never learn things when I am talking. I only learn
things when I ask questions.” If that is true, then we should get ready to learn a lot this Lenten
season.
Let’s start our journey together with a question Jesus asked his disciples. It’s a question he asks
each of us today.
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February 13

What Are You Looking For?

“What are you looking for?" (John 1:38)
This is Day 1 of Lent, the 40 days of preparation leading up to Easter. A quick check of the
Wikipedia entry will give you some helpful background. Note that in the Western tradition,
Lent starts today with Ash Wednesday and continues until Holy Saturday, the day before Easter.
Sundays are not counted as part of the forty days because each Sunday is meant to be a miniEaster remembrance.
In the evangelical wing of the church, we’re never sure what to do about Lent. Mostly we have
ignored it. But there is great value in preparing our hearts for big events. And Easter is the
ultimate Big Event.
This year we’re focusing on questions, either the questions people asked of Jesus or about Jesus
or the questions Jesus himself asked. In reading through the gospels, I have been amazed at
how many questions they contain. We can’t begin to cover them all so in these next few weeks
leading up to Easter, we will focus on questions that get to some core issues of the spiritual life.
Let’s begin today with a question Jesus asked to two of the earliest disciples.
“What are you looking for?" (John 1:38)
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His first question was not about sin or righteousness.
It wasn’t about his own identity. That would come later.
It was not accusatory or hostile.
His first question was an invitation.
I think the question caught the disciples off guard. Jesus had a habit of doing that. He often
asked questions not to gather information but to get people to think.
As we start this Lenten journey that will lead us all the way to Easter Sunday, we should ask
ourselves the same question: “What am I looking for?”
If you aren’t sure about the answer, that’s okay. Jesus told the first disciples to “come and see”
(John 1:39). He says the same to us today. Verse 40 says they spent the day with him. That
same invitation is for us too.
Our desires hold great power because they shape our destiny. What do you need that only the
Lord can provide?
If we dare to say we are looking for Jesus, he will invite us to come and spend the day with him.
Lord, as we begin this Lenten journey, purify our hearts so that we will not be satisfied with
anything less than you. Amen.
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February 14

Who is This Man?

“Who is this man who speaks blasphemies?" (Luke 5:21)
Closed minds come in many varieties.
In this case the Pharisees were offended when Jesus forgave the paralytic whose friends lowered
him through the roof. Who does Jesus think he is, claiming the power to forgive sins? That’s
why they said he was speaking blasphemies.
The Pharisees were closer to the truth than they realized. They reasoned this way:
1. Only God can forgive sins.
2. This man is claiming to do that which only God can do.
3. Obviously this man is a blasphemer.
The Pharisees are a classic example of the perpetually-closed mind. They are brilliant, analytical,
informed, well-read and highly-educated, but they have no category big enough for Jesus. As a
healer? Yes. A teacher? Yes. A wise man? Yes. The Son of God from heaven? No way. They
have no room for that new idea.
They had Jesus in a box, and their box was too small.
Ironically, because they saw the issue clearly, they were so close to the truth that they were
actually far away. Reflecting on this story, J. C. Ryle (Expository Thoughts on the Gospels)
offers the following comment:
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Nothing . . . seems to harden man’s heart so much as to hear the gospel regularly, and yet
deliberately prefer the service of sin and the world.
He goes on to say that we ought often to use this prayer from the Litany: “From hardness of
heart, Good Lord, deliver us.”
Ironically, to be close to Jesus can be dangerous to the soul. If we do not move toward Jesus, we
must inevitably move away from him. No one can stay neutral forever.
If he is a fraud, ignore him.
If he the Son of God, bow down and worship him.
There is no third alternative.
Two thousand years later, the question still hangs in the air. Who is this man?
Our Father, we are faced with a great question, one we must all answer sooner or later.
Open our eyes and help us see Jesus as he really is. Help us to crown him King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. Amen.
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February 15

Why Have You Treated Us Like This?

“Why have you treated us like this?" (Luke 2:48)
“He’s not safe but he’s good.”
Those famous words of C. S. Lewis refer to Aslan, the great lion in the classic story The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe. I thought of this quote when I read Mary’s plaintive and
somewhat disapproving question to Jesus. You remember the story, I’m sure. When Jesus was 12
years old, he went with Mary and Joseph to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem. On the way
home, thinking he was with them, they traveled a day before realizing he wasn’t in their group of
pilgrims. After a three-day search in Jerusalem, they found the boy in the temple, talking with
the teachers of the law. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. Flabbergasted would be
more like it. And so Mary voiced the words of mothers everywhere to children who seem
disobedient, “Why have you treated us like this?”
To her it seemed like deliberate disobedience and an act of rudeness. That would be true if Jesus
were just like other boys. But even though he was a boy through and through, he was not “just
like” them.
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So Mary and Joseph learned, in a very public fashion, what we all have to learn. Jesus is not
predictable nor is he “safe,” if you mean that he always does what we want him to do.
He is always with us, but we do not always experience his presence the same way.
He loves us unconditionally, but that love does not always spare us pain.
He came to serve us, but he does not guarantee our dreams will all come true.
Jesus is not safe but he is good.
Unpredictable goodness may not be what we wanted when we signed up as disciples of Christ.
One writer commented that “the dealings of the Lord Jesus with those who sincerely love and
serve him are often very strange.” On the other hand, a God of our own making would be safe
but he would not be good because any God we made would reflect our own weakness.
Jesus says to us what he said to his parents. He must be about his Father’s business even when
we don’t understand what he is doing and even when the way he leads us brings us to tears.
Keep on searching for him. If we search long enough, we will find him, but not exactly where we
expected him. We will find him, and probably he will show up in ways that astonish us.
If we doubt his goodness, let us look to the cross and remember what it cost him. He did not take
the “safe way” that bloody day.
Kneel at the cross where the Lion became a Lamb that we might be saved.
Lord Jesus, how often we are tempted to doubt your goodness. Forgive us, O Lord. Grant
us new confidence to believe that you know what you are doing even when we feel most lost
and alone. Amen.
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February 16

Did No One Condemn You?

“Did no one condemn you?” (John 8:10)
This is the story of the woman caught in adultery. Dragged before Jesus by the oh-so-righteous
religious leaders, she waits to hear the inevitable verdict.
Stone her!
That’s what the law demands.
But in the end she walks away free and forgiven because when Jesus is finished with the
religious mafia, there was no one left to accuse her of anything. At one point Jesus stooped to
write something in the dust. No one really knows what he wrote. Some have speculated that he
wrote the names of the girlfriends of the accusers. Maybe. I think it’s more likely that he wrote
Bible references to verses warning about bearing false witness.
One thing is clear. The men didn’t care about the woman one way or another. They were using
her to trap Jesus. She was the “bait,” not the intended victim. But Jesus turned the tables on
them by exposing their hypocrisy.
“Let the one without sin cast the first stone.”
I have a tiny rock inscribed with the words of John 8:7, “He that is without sin among you, let
him cast the first stone.” And then the words, “Jesus Christ.” It reminds me of the importance of
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self-examination. As the old preachers used to say, “If I point my finger at you, I’d better
remember that I’ve got three pointing back at me."
Motives do matter. In essence Jesus is saying, “Before you pick up that stone, take a good look in
the mirror. Make sure you are morally qualified to put this woman to death. Make sure there is
no malice, no deceit, no trickery, no dishonesty, and make sure you are not guilty of the same
crime yourself.” He is reminding them that if they testify maliciously or deceitfully, they are
signing their own death warrant.
The order of Christ’s words in John 8:11 is very important. He didn’t say, “Sin no more and then
I won’t condemn you.” That’s what religious people like to say: “Clean up your act and then we
will accept you.” Jesus says, “I will forgive you and give you the power to clean up your act.”
Religion says, “Change or I will condemn you.” It uses fear and intimidation to make people
measure up. Grace says, “I have forgiven you. Now let me also change your life.” We don’t
change in order to be accepted; we change because we have already been accepted. Nothing
motivates a new life like grace received into the heart. Grace does what rules can never do.
The Savior speaks the same words today that he spoke so long ago: “Neither do I condemn you.
Go and sin no more.”
Lord Jesus, they called you the “Friend of Sinners,” and so you are. You are the friend and
we are the sinners. Thank you for mercy that flows like a river from your bloody cross.
Glory to your name forever. Amen.
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February 17

Don’t You Care If We Drown?

“Don’t you care if we drown?” (Mark 4:38)
It seemed like a good idea at the time.
After a long day of ministry, Jesus told his disciples to get into a boat so they could go to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee. It was no big deal, especially with seasoned sailors like Andrew
and Peter and James and John on board. A quick trip across the lake, a leisurely nighttime sail,
and before morning they would be on the other side.
It didn’t exactly work out that way.
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The key to understanding this story lies in one important question: Whose idea was it to get in
the boat in the first place?
Jesus told them to get in the boat, knowing that the storm was coming. He knew what was about
to happen, he didn’t try to stop it, he got into the boat with them, and then he went to sleep.
Suddenly a great storm arose, the wind rushing down across the mountains and through the
Arbel, whipping up the waves and causing them to come crashing into the boat. As the water
entered, the disciples furiously tried to bail it out but the water rushed in faster than they could
bail it out. The little fishing boat bobbed like a cork as wave after wave crashed into it. Nothing
could be more terrifying than to be on a boat in the blackness of night as it takes on water and
slowly begins to sink.
Finally, the disciples woke Jesus up, asking him a question that to us may seem impertinent, but
it is one we have all asked in moments of desperation: “Don’t you care if we drown?”
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my child is sick?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my marriage is falling apart?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my friends have deserted me?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that I have no money?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that I feel so alone?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that I want to give up?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that my husband has died?
Lord Jesus, don’t you care that I lost my job?
We have all asked that question in a million ways a million times. We never question the Lord’s
compassion when things are going well. But God’s compassion is not measured by our
circumstances nor is his kindness limited to our understanding. God cares just as much when the
tempest is raging as when the seas are calm and the sun is shining. His mercy is not limited to the
sunlight or to the stillness of the waves.
When he awoke, Jesus spoke three words: “Peace, be still!” Eugene Peterson offers this colorful
paraphrase:
“Awake now, he told the wind to pipe down and said to the sea, ‘Quiet! Settle down!’”
Here is good news for today. The storms of life that buffet us do not happen by chance. Our
Father sends them because he intends to teach us things we couldn’t learn any other way. When
we read this story, we tend to focus on the miracle, but the real message comes in verse 41:
“Who then is this, that even wind and sea obey him?”
Take heart and do not despair. Christ is Lord over all the storms of life. He sends the storms, and
he rides the waves with you. The Master of the sea is by your side. When the time has come, he
will say, “Peace, be still!” and the storm will run out of breath, and the sea will become like
glass. Eventually the day will break and the sun will shine again.
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We thank you, Master of the Wind and Waves, that you control the storms of life. Nothing
can touch us without your permission. Increase our faith so that we will trust you when the
waves threaten to overwhelm us. Amen.
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February 18
Can You Drink the Cup I Drink?

“Can you drink the cup I drink?” (Mark 10:38)
It was a strange request.
James and John came to Jesus asking for a special favor. They wanted to be seated next to him
when he comes in his glory.
If you’re going to ask, you might as well go for the gold.
The two brothers have been roundly criticized for their request. No wonder the other disciples
were indignant when they heard about it (v. 41). But Jesus doesn’t rebuke them for their
audacious question. He wants to know if they know what they are asking for.
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Sometimes our perspective gets a bit out of whack and we forget our limitations. James and John
underestimated the cost of following Christ and they overestimated their own importance. They
didn’t ask for work in the coming Kingdom (which would have been a nobler request). They
asked only for a place of honor. Seniority was their plea. We’ve been here longer than anyone
except Peter! They probably thought the Kingdom was coming soon so they wanted to get their
applications in early. To use a phrase from the college admissions process, they wanted “early
decision” by Jesus. And perhaps they intended to trade on family ties and friendship to get a high
place.
Jesus doesn’t turn them down and he doesn’t put them down. He doesn’t say, “Forget about it.
You’ll never have a place of honor at my table.” Not at all. He merely raises the bar. “You want
to sit next to me? Fine. Here’s what it will cost you.” Warren Wiersbe reminds us to be careful
when we pray because we might get what we ask for. James and John assumed their suffering
was over and their work was done. They were wrong on both counts. Their suffering was still
ahead of them and their work was just starting.
It’s almost as if he’s saying, “You want to be on my right hand and my left hand? Great! Stay
with me for a few days and you’ll see who is on my right hand and my left. A dying thief on one
side and a dying thief on the other side. I’m about to be crucified and the Romans have got two
empty crosses. You guys want to make a reservation?”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” That’s the deal.
Do you want in or not?
We can talk about crowns later.
Lord Jesus, forgive us for misguided ambition, small dreams, and selfish plans. Grant us
steady hands and stout hearts to follow you even though the road you take always leads to a
cross. Amen.
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February 19

Couldn’t He Have Kept This Man From Dying?

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
(John 11:37)
Good question.
Fair question.
Honest question.
Just before Jesus raised Lazarus, some of the Jews raised this question. After all, he clearly loved
Lazarus, and he had already healed the man born blind (John 9). This means the question doesn’t
come from the lips of hardened skeptics looking for a reason to discount Jesus altogether. The
people who asked this question didn’t doubt Jesus’ miracle-working power.
If he can give sight to the blind, why couldn’t he have healed Lazarus before he died? Then there
would have been no funeral with all the attendant sorrow. Then Mary and Martha would not
have mourned their brother. Wouldn’t it have been better to heal him up front rather than raising
him from the dead later?
That brings us back to a detail from earlier in the story. “Yet when he heard that Lazarus was
sick, he stayed where he was two more days” (John 11:6). Think about that for a moment.
Jesus is the Son of God with power to heal the sick, yet when he hears about Lazarus whom he
loved, he did not hurry to heal him. It does not make sense on the surface. If you love someone,
and if you can help them, why would you not rush to their aid?
What do we do with God’s delays? Clearly God does some things differently than we would if
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we were God, but that’s precisely the point. Jesus stayed away because he intended to raise
Lazarus from the dead. He even goes so far as to say to his disciples, “I am glad I was not
there” (John 11:15). To us this may seem callous and unkind, but God’s ways are not our ways.
Erwin Lutzer (The Vanishing Power of Death, p. 106) has a helpful word at this point:
The delays of Deity are not because of insensitivity to our present needs, but because of
greater sensitivity to our ultimate needs.
J. C. Ryle explains what this means in practical terms:
We are all naturally impatient in the day of trial . . . We forget that Christ is too wise a
Physician to make any mistakes. It is the duty of faith to say, “My times are in Your
hand. Do with me as you will, how you will, what you will, and when you will. Not my
will, but yours be done.” The highest degree of faith is to be able to wait, sit still, and not
complain.
Take all your questions, all your doubts, all your uncertainties, all your “if onlys,” and let them
be dots on a piece of paper. Then draw a circle around all those dots. That circle represents the
providence of God.
If Jesus had healed Lazarus, that would have been a great miracle. Raising him from the dead
was an even greater one. God’s delays are not the same as God’s denials. If we know that, we
can keep believing even while we wait for an answer that has not yet come.
You never know when a resurrection is on the way.
Lord Jesus, help us to remember that you’ve got a bigger and better plan. Forgive us for
presuming to tell you how to do your work. We’re glad that you are God and we are not.
Amen.
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February 20

How Many Times Shall I Forgive My Brother?

“How many times shall I forgive my brother? (Matthew 18:21)
We’ve all wondered the same thing.
Peter wanted to know how much guff he had to take off somebody. When do you stop turning
the other cheek?
Everyone has felt that way. You take it and you take it and you take it and the guy does it again
and you say, “If he does it one more time, I’m going to cream him.”
So Peter wanted to know how long he had to wait before he could really let the guy have it.
When is it okay to blow your stack?
But Peter didn’t wait for an answer. He had one ready. He said, “Seven times?” We tend to get
down on him for saying that but it wasn’t such a bad idea. The Rabbis taught that you had to
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forgive a man three times and then you could retaliate. So Peter thinks to himself, “Well, I’ll just
double that and add one.”
To be perfectly honest, forgiving a man seven times is commendable. Most of us get frustrated if
we have to forgive someone twice. By human standards what Peter said is enormous. Forgive a
man seven times. Peter didn’t mean to offend. He thought by saying seven he would be
extravagant.
Nice thought, but his attitude was wrong. He wanted to put a legal limit on forgiveness. He
wanted a number, a limit, a place where he could finally say, “No more Mr. Nice Guy.”
Jesus answered him in verse 22: “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven.” That
clunk you hear is Peter dropping over unconscious. He couldn’t believe his ears. Seventy times
seven. That’s 490 times. Jesus is saying, “Peter, you’ve got it all wrong. You don’t count the
number of times you forgive someone. Forgiveness is unlimited.”
It’s not that you say to yourself, “298.......299......300. Only 190 more to go!” No! Seventy times
seven means there is no limit to the number of times we should forgive someone else. By the
time you’ve forgiven someone 490 times, you’ve gotten into the habit of continual forgiveness.
The story Jesus told (the parable of the unforgiving servant, vv. 23-35) demonstrates that we will
forgive the sins of others against us to the extent that we grasp the magnitude of our sins and
how much God has forgiven us. Think of how many sins he has covered for you. Think of the
punishment you deserved that did not happen to you because of God’s grace. Jesus said, “He
who has been forgiven little loves little” (Luke 7:47). Your willingness to forgive is in direct
proportion to your remembrance of how much you have been forgiven.
We are great sinners greatly forgiven.
If we believe that, by God’s grace we can forgive “seventy times seven.”
Our Father, grant that we may discover the freedom that comes from being great forgivers.
Lord, we want to do it but we lack the courage. Show us what we must do and then give us
the strength to do it. We pray in the name of Jesus who forgave all our sins, Amen.
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February 21

Why Do You Call Me “Lord, Lord”?

“Why do you call me, ’Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46)
Talk is cheap.
And Jesus wasn’t impressed by big crowds.
He could see the multitudes pressing in around him, and he knew how much they admired him.
They cheered for him, followed him wherever he went, gathered to hear him speak, and they
brought the sick to him and he healed them. They were amazed by the Son of God even if they
didn’t quite know what to make of him.
They even called him “Lord."
What could be better than that?
How about doing what he commands?
No sin is trickier than this because this is a sin committed by Christian people, church people,
religious types who truly admire Christ. It’s the kind of sin you might find among people who
21

read Lenten devotionals. I suppose the only group more likely to commit this sin would be
people who write Lenten devotionals.
So I take a look in the mirror and ask the Lord to show me the truth about myself. It would be a
pity if after reading this devotional, we said, “I know someone who really needs this.” Better that
we should say, “It’s me, it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer.”
It’s a fine thing to say, “Lord, Lord,” in church or in a small group.
It’s better to live so that people know that you know Jesus.
By the way, Jesus must have been talking to some of his most devoted followers because they
don’t just say “Lord,” they say “Lord, Lord,” the way some people repeat the name “Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus” or “O God, O God, O God” or the way some people like to say “Amen and Amen” as if
one Amen is not enough. Nothing wrong with repetition, but you can end up tricking yourself
that way.
Let all Lenten devotional readers (and devotional writers, for that matter) take this to heart. If
you’re going to talk the talk, you’d better walk the walk.
Or you’d be better off not talking at all.
Lord Jesus, help me to live so that my words and my deeds are in perfect harmony with
you. Amen.
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February 22

Why Do You Call Me Good?

“Why do you call me good?” (Mark 10:18)
The question seems odd.
The rich young ruler had just asked Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, prefacing the
question with the title “Good teacher.” Instead of answering his question, Jesus replies with
another question that seems to confuse the issue.
From our point of view it doesn’t seem as if the question and the answer really go together.
“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" (Mark 10:17). And this is Jesus’
answer: “Why do you call me good? No one is good-except God alone" (Mark 10:18). That
statement has caused some people to think that perhaps Jesus means something like, “God is
good, and you shouldn’t call me good because I am not really God.” But that’s precisely the
opposite of what Jesus means to say. Jesus is taking the word “good” literally. The young man
had called him, “Good teacher.” He said it as a way of being respectful, but he wasn’t really
thinking of the meaning of the word.
Jesus understands that all true goodness comes from God. He’s saying, “When you call me good,
do you really know what you’re saying? If I am good in the ultimate sense, it’s because I am not
merely a good person; it’s because I am God in human flesh.” So when Jesus says, “Why do you
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call me good?” he’s asking the question, “Do you really know who you are talking to? And do
you really know what you are saying?”
Only God is infinitely good.
He is the source of all goodness.
By comparison our righteousness is as “filthy rags” in his sight (Isaiah 64:6).
Until you know who God is, you’ll never know who you are. That’s why Jesus won’t let this
young man get away with using the word “good” casually. If Jesus is truly “good,” then Jesus is
truly God. Compared to him, we are all miserable sinners.
Martin Luther said we should preach law to the proud and grace to the humble. The young man
walked away sorrowful because he had an inflated opinion of his own attainments. His love of
money revealed the darkness in his heart.
Of the three gospel accounts of this story, only Mark records that Jesus loved him (v. 21). In an
ironic twist, he loved him enough to tell him the truth, knowing that he would walk away.
Sometimes love lets people go so they can come back later. We read this story and are left
wondering what happened to the young man.
Today’s question kicks us right in our own self-inflated sense of importance. We’re not as good
as we think we are, and compared to Jesus, we’re not good at all.
As soon as we lay down our tattered rags, we can be clothed with the righteousness of Christ.
Salvation begins when we confess that God is good and we are not.
That’s why he asks us the same question he asked the rich young ruler: “Why do you call me
good?”
Righteous Lord, you and you alone are good. Compared to you, there is no goodness in me
at all. Thank you for providing all I need now and for eternity. Amen.
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February 23

Do You Want to Get Well?

“Do You Want to Get Well?" (John 5:6)
Change is scary.
Sometimes it’s easier to stay the way you are.
Jesus had come to Jerusalem during one of the yearly feasts. Thousands of pilgrims came from
throughout Israel. While he was there, he paid a visit to a place called Bethesda, “the house of
mercy.” It was a pool near the Sheep Gate in the northeastern section of the city. Five colonnades
(or porches) were built by the pool. As one writer put it, it was the Jewish Lourdes of that day.
The Jews believed that an angel would come and periodically stir the waters. The first person to
enter the water after it had been stirred would be healed of his diseases.
So hundreds of sick people gathered around the pool, waiting and hoping for the water to be
stirred. On the day that Jesus passed by, he met a man who had been an invalid for 38 years.
When he found out how long the man had been paralyzed, he asked only one question, “Do you
want to be well?”
On the surface it seems to be a bizarre question. Why else would the man be there? Of course he
wanted to be well. Was Jesus insulting his intelligence? No, not at all. He was asking a very
serious question. He was asking because it was entirely possible that the man did not want to get
well.
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The man answers something like this: “Do I want to be healed? That’s a crazy question. Why do
you think I’m here? You must be new here. You don’t understand the problem. Every time the
water is stirred, somebody else beats me to the water. No one will ever help me. They just push
me out of the way. Have you ever heard a sadder story? Ain’t it a shame!”
I think Jesus is probing at the level of the will. He’s forcing the man to realize that as long as he
blames others for his problems, he’ll never get better. A friend made a wise comment about this
story. “Change is scary because you get comfortable with the way the way things are even when
you know it’s not good. It takes a lot of faith to truly want Jesus to change you. Sometimes it’s
easier to stay the way you are.”
Jesus is saying, “Do you really want to be changed?” If the answer is yes, then miracles can take
place. If the answer is no, then even Jesus cannot help you.
Thank you, Lord, for being the Divine Disturber of the Peace. Thank you for not leaving us
as we are. We pray for the courage to be changed by the Holy Spirit. For too long we have
made excuses for the way we are. We truly do want to get well. Heal us, O Lord. Amen.
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February 24

Do You See This Woman?

“Do you see this woman?" (Luke 7:44)
This was Simon’s fundamental problem.
He never really saw the woman.
The Bible is very discreet in calling her “a woman who had lived a sinful life” (Luke 7:37).
This is a delicate way of saying she had been a prostitute. She made her living by selling her
body to men. She was a professional and I have no reason to doubt that she was good at what she
did. The shock is that she would come to the house of a Pharisee. In ordinary times Simon and
this woman would never meet. He would not go near a woman like her; she would not go near a
man like him. They are from opposite ends of the spectrum. Yet strangely, they are thrown
together for the same purpose. They both want to meet Jesus.
Simon’s problem is easy to see. He thought he was better than the prostitute. Simon said, “She is
a sinner.” Jesus said, “No, she was a sinner.” God changed the tenses in her life.
“Simon, your problem is that you see her as she was and not as she is. You think you see her but
you don’t. For years, you knew her one way … but now she’s clean … and you can’t handle it.”
That leads me to this statement: A person who is never deeply committed to anything cannot
understand somebody who is transformed by Jesus Christ. Simon simply had no category for a
former prostitute whose life has been radically changed by Jesus Christ.
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It’s strange, isn’t it, that the worst sinners often make the best saints. Why? Because flagrant
sinners are more likely to discover that they are sinners.
Your love for the Lord is directly related to your estimate of how greatly you have sinned and
how much he has forgiven you. It’s not how much you sin, but how deeply you feel it that
matters. If you figure that you are a “little sinner,” then all you need is a “little Savior.” If you
are a “moderate sinner,” then what you need is a “moderate Savior.” But if you are “big sinner,”
you need a “big Savior.” And those who have a “little Savior,” will love him very little. But
those who have a “big Savior” will love him greatly. Many of us who were raised in the church
struggle precisely at this point. We don’t love Christ very much because we have forgotten what
we were and what we would have been if Christ had not found us. When our sin seems small,
our love cannot be very great.
Since we are all sinners and we all stand in need of the grace of God, there is no room for
spiritual pride in the body of Christ. There’s no need to talk about who’s “better” and who’s
“worse” because apart from the grace of God, we’d all be going to hell.
Better to be like the repentant prostitute than to be like super-religious Simon. Hard truth for us
to hear, but that’s why this story is in the Bible.
Almighty God, you have poured your grace upon us. We are truly “miserable sinners”
whether we know it or not. May we never forget what it cost Jesus to forgive our sins. From
pride and from a judgmental spirit, deliver us, O Lord. Amen.
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February 25

Do You Believe This?

“Do you believe this?" (John 11:26)
Peter Marshall tells the story of a young boy about four years old who had a terminal disease. At
first he didn’t understand his condition, but finally he realized that he wasn’t going to get better
and would never again play with his friends. So one morning he asked his mother, “Am I going
to die?” And she said, “Yes, dear.” “Momma, what is death like? Will it hurt?”
The mother ran out of the room to the kitchen and leaned against the refrigerator, her knuckles
gripped white to keep from crying. She prayed and asked the Lord to give her an answer for her
son. Suddenly, an idea came and she went back in his room and sat down on the bed
“Timmy, do you remember how you used to play outside all day and when you came inside at
night you were so tired you just fell down on the couch and slept? In the morning you woke up in
your own bed and you wondered how you got there. During the night your father would pick you
up and carry you to your own bed.”

29

“That’s what death is like. One night you lie down and go to sleep and in the middle of the night
your Heavenly Father comes and picks you up and carries you to your own bed. In the morning
when you wake up, you’re in your own room in heaven.”
The little boy smiled and nodded. Several weeks later he died peacefully. That’s what death is
like for the Christian. Satan’s hold is broken. The fear is taken away.
It’s a wonderful thing to be a Christian and to know your sins are forgiven and to know that
death is not the end but the beginning. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die” (John 11:25-26a). Then he added these words that we often overlook, “Do you
believe this?” (John 11:26b). Since truth must always become personal, let me ask you six
questions.
1. Do you believe with all your heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came from heaven
to live on this earth 2000 years ago?
2. Do you believe that when he died on the Cross, he died in your place, bearing your
punishment, and paying for your sins?
3. Do you believe than on Easter Sunday morning, he literally, physically, bodily rose from the
dead never to die again?
4. Do you believe that Jesus is now seated at the right hand of God the Father?
5. Do you believe that Jesus is truly the resurrection and the life and that he is able to remove the
terror of death for those who trust him?
6. Are you willing to stake your life on your answers to the first five questions?
I encourage you to read each question and then answer out loud.
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He has a question for you today.
Do you believe this?
Lord Jesus, what would we do without you? Where could we go but to the Lord? You alone
have the words of eternal life. On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking
sand. Thank you for a hope more solid than Gibraltar, a hope that goes beyond the grave.
Amen.
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February 26

Why Couldn’t We Drive It Out?

“Why couldn’t we drive it out?” (Mark 9:28)
What an embarrassment!
So you’re a disciple of Christ and a man brings you his demonized son, asking you to cure him.
You’ve seen Jesus do that very thing so you try to do what your Master does, and it doesn’t
work.
Nothing happens.
The boy remains enslaved to the demonic spirit.
How do you finesse that situation?
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Then Jesus comes and casts out the demon and the boy is immediately and completely healed.
It’s good news for the boy and his father, but a total embarrassment for you and the other
disciples.
What happened?
It’s easier to dismiss wrong answers.
It’s not because they didn’t try.
It’s not because they used the wrong words.
It’s not because they acted out of bad motives.
Why did they fail so miserably when Jesus healed the boy instantly? The question answers itself.
Their failure was absolutely necessary so that they might learn to depend on Jesus completely.
When he challenges them to grow in faith, he doesn’t mean “have faith in faith.” He means,
“Have faith in me as the Sovereign Lord who has absolute power over all the forces of
darkness.” Strange as it may seem to us, their failure actually moved them along the pathway of
spiritual growth. Now they know that healing isn’t about reciting some formula. All healing
comes from the Lord so they must be completely dependent upon him. In themselves they could
not heal anyone.
Mark 9:29 adds a second factor to the equation, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”
Some ancient manuscripts add “and fasting,” signifying that victories in the spiritual realm will
not come quickly or easily or without personal commitment. What costs little accomplishes little.
What costs much accomplishes much. J. C. Ryle has a helpful word at this point:
We see in these verses that Satan’s kingdom is not to be pulled down without diligence
and pains. This seems to be the lesson of the verse which concludes the passage we are
now considering–"This kind goes not out but by prayer and fasting.” A gentle rebuke to
the disciples appears to be implied in the words. Perhaps they had been too much lifted
up by past successes. Perhaps they had been less careful in the use of means in their
Master’s absence, than they were under their Master’s eye. At any rate they receive a
plain hint from our Lord, that the warfare against Satan must never be lightly carried on.
They are warned that no victories are to be won easily over the prince of this world.
Without fervent prayer, and diligent self-mortification, they would often meet with
failure and defeat.
Our Lord intended this embarrassing lesson as a warning against taking spiritual warfare lightly.
We must learn to depend on Christ completely and then hold nothing back if we would see “this
kind” cast out.
Great victories for Christ will not be won by halfhearted effort.
Sovereign Lord, we thank you for our failures for out of them we learn anew the limits of
our own strength. Thank you for letting us fail again and again that we might learn to trust
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you completely. Grant us the spirit of unrelenting prayer to enter into the spiritual battles
before us. Amen.
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February 27

Isn’t This the Carpenter?

“Isn’t this the carpenter?" (Mark 6:3)
Call this Josh McDowell in reverse.
Over 30 years ago Josh McDowell wrote More Than a Carpenter, a mega-bestseller with more
than 10 million copies in print worldwide. The title tells the whole story. Jesus was indeed “more
than a carpenter.”
The people who asked today’s question could have written a book called “Only a Carpenter.”
After all, they were from Nazareth, the small town in Galilee where Jesus grew up. Recent
discoveries suggest that far from being an important city, Nazareth was probably a village
consisting of no more than 50 homes. Jesus grew up in a small town in a forgotten corner of the
Roman Empire, raised by godly parents of modest means, living among people who knew him
very well.
And that’s part of the problem.
They knew him too well.
They knew him so well that they didn’t know him at all.
They couldn’t conceive of Jesus as being anything more than one of the boys who grew up in
their village. They knew he learned carpentry from his father. When they heard about his
miracles and his teaching and his growing popularity, the people of Nazareth were offended.
They had Jesus in a box.
And they didn’t like it when he didn’t stay in their box.
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People still have problems with Jesus today. They like him as a teacher or a moral example.
They are pleased to put him in the pantheon of great religious leaders. They may even say that he
was a prophet of God.
But not the Son of God. That’s not possible because if he is the Son of God, then he is the Lord
of the Universe to whom we owe honor and praise and divine worship.
The Bible never presents us with a “cafeteria Jesus” whereby we can take his teachings but deny
his miracles or accept his death but deny his resurrection. We must not say, “I will learn from
him but I will not worship him.”
The final tragedy is to know Jesus so well that you don’t know him at all. We must not make that
mistake or we will be as guilty as the people of Nazareth who did not know that they had lived
next door to the Savior of the world.
Open my eyes, Lord, to see you as you are, my Savior and my God. And seeing you, grant
me faith to believe, a heart to obey, and a ready voice to tell others about you. Amen.
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February 28

Who Sinned?

“Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2)
It’s a natural question, isn’t it?
When a disaster happens, we want to know why. Why Haiti and not Jamaica? Why Chile and not
Brazil? Or why did this man get cancer and his brother didn’t? Or why did they both get cancer
and one survived while the other didn’t? In this case the question is very focused. When the
disciples saw a man born blind, they assumed that someone must have sinned.
So was it his parents?
Or was it the man himself?
The disciples are half-right and mostly wrong in their thinking. They are half-right that someone
sinned, but that “someone” was Adam–not the man or his parents. Not that they never sinned at
all, but Jesus means that the man’s blindness is not a judgment on any particular sin they
committed. In the larger biblical perspective, it all goes back to Adam whose sin brought untold
misery to the world and caused the whole creation to groan under a burden of judgment that
started in Eden and continues to this day.
Where there is no sin, there is no blindness.
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Jesus explained that this man was born blind in order that “the work of God might be
displayed in his life” (John 9:3). This means that the man was born blind so that at the right
moment Jesus could display his divine power by healing him. We can only see this truth in
retrospect. Presumably the blind man didn’t have any premonition that he was about to receive
his sight. When he woke up that morning, he awoke to the same darkness he had known all his
life. Little did he know that his life was about to change forever.
This question leads us to a warning and to a reminder and then to a great encouragement. The
warning is, don’t presume to know what only God can know. Speculating about why someone
gets cancer or why someone dies or why an earthquake hits here and not there puts us on
dangerous ground. Those things are part of the “secret providence” of God.
The reminder is, because we live in a sin-cursed world, we will never be free of suffering and
death until sin itself has been decisively removed by God. That day will come when Jesus
returns, but until then we can expect to deal with suffering in one way or another as long as we
live.
The encouragement is, you never know when or how the Lord himself may break into your life
with transforming power. I have several friends who at this moment need such a “breaking in”
from the Lord. I feel no hesitation in praying for that to happen. Sovereign grace means God can
do it any time he chooses, and because it is grace we’re talking about, we don’t have to deserve
it, and in fact we won’t deserve it, and that’s what grace is all about.
God of light, you see me even when I don’t see you. Help me to trust you even when the way
forward seems filled with darkness. Thank you for using my trials as a means of showing
forth your grace. Be glorified in me and through me today, Amen.
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March 1

Why Does He Eat With Sinners?

“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ’sinners’?” (Matthew 9:11)
Evidently Jesus hung out with a bad crowd.
We know that because the super-religious types found it offensive. One translation catches the
flavor this way:
“Why does your teacher eat with such scum?” (NLT)
There are many ways to answer that question . . . .
Because he loved them.
Because they knew he cared for them.
Because he knew they weren’t really scum.
And maybe this is the deepest reason . . .
Because the professional religionists wanted nothing to do with him. Prostitutes and tax
collectors got along just fine with Jesus because he knew what they were and he loved them
anyway. He enjoyed their company, laughed with them, listened to them, and made himself
available to them.
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As for the religious types, they viewed Jesus as a nuisance at best and as a threat at worst.
Eventually they would conspire to put him to death. In the meantime they treated him with lowgrade hostility. That’s why they peppered his disciples with questions and took every chance
they had to trip him up.
It’s not that Jesus didn’t love the Pharisees or wouldn’t spend time with them. It’s that they
didn’t want to spend time with him. So he spent time with those who welcomed him. Jesus
explained all this in terms that the Pharisees probably missed altogether:
“It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not
come to call the righteous, but sinners" (Mark 2:17).
If a man thinks he is healthy, he won’t go to the doctor even though he has a tumor growing on
the inside. As long as he denies his problem, he won’t seek help even if it kills him. Jesus came
to help those who know they need help.
The first step in getting well is to admit you have a problem. That’s why Jesus hung around with
the wrong crowd. He always gets along well with people who know they need him.
Purge from my heart, Gracious Lord, the tendency to keep you at arm’s length. May I not
be ashamed of you or of the people you came to save. Amen.
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March 2

Where Are the Nine?

“Where are the nine?” (Luke 17:17)
Jesus asks three questions.
1. Were there not ten healed? Yes.
2. Where are the other nine? Gone.
3. Is there no one here but this foreigner? No one.
If you listen carefully, you can hear surprise, shock, and most of all sadness. Jesus wanted to
know about the others. Where are they? Weren’t they healed? Why didn’t they come back and
say “Thank You"?
It’s a good question. Why didn’t they come back?
—Perhaps they were in a hurry to see the priest.
—Perhaps they thought Jesus was gone.
—Perhaps they assumed Jesus knew how grateful they were.
—Perhaps they were too busy.
So where are they now?
Gone off with their blessings.
Gone to see the priest.
Gone to see their families.
Gone with no word of thanks to Jesus.
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The question remains: Where are the nine? They got what they wanted and left. They’re like
children who eat their fill and then run from the dinner table without a word of thanks. “We’re
full now. Let’s go out and play.”
Those raised in the church often do the same thing. Because we have so little sense of what God
has done for us, we don’t love the Lord very much or feel grateful for his blessings.
We go through life saying, “What have you done for me lately, Lord?” And the Lord replies, “If
only you knew.”
Ten men were healed that day, but only one came back to give thanks. Are you living with the
nine or with the one? Far too many of us take our blessings for granted and groan about duties.
Does that sound like you? It doesn’t have to be that way.
Praise is a choice. No one is forced into bitterness. You choose the way you live. The one who
returned to give thanks chose not to forget what Jesus had done for him.
When you bring your requests to the Lord today, ask him for the gift of a grateful heart.
Open our eyes, Lord, because we are so blind to your goodness. We take so much for
granted and forget that you are the source of all our blessings. Deliver us from the sin of
ingratitude. Number us not among the nine but with the one who came back give thanks to
you. Amen.
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March 3

Who Then Can Be Saved?

“Who then can be saved?" (Luke 18:26)
The answer is simple, really.
Apart from God no one can be saved.
That’s the whole point of the camel through the eye of a needle. Have you ever heard anybody
explain this by saying that the eye of the needle represents some kind of tiny passageway into the
city of Jerusalem where you had to kneel down to go through it? I don’t think that’s what it
means at all. When he says the eye of a needle, he means the eye of a needle. Like the needle
you do sewing with. When he says camel, he means a great big old smelly, ugly camel that you
ride across the desert. “Look at a camel and the eye of a needle. It is easier to get a big ugly
camel through the eye of the needle than for a rich man to go to heaven.”
Why? Because rich people trust in their riches. It’s easy for a poor person to get saved because a
poor person says, “If Jesus doesn’t come through for me, I’m sunk.” A rich man says, “If Jesus
doesn’t come through for me, that’s okay. I’ve got my pension. I’ve got my stocks and bonds.
I’ve got my options. I’ve got my golden parachute. I’ve got my safety net. If he doesn’t come
through, it doesn’t matter. I’m taking care of things myself.”
It is impossible, Jesus says, for a rich man to be saved. Which leads to a very logical question:
“Who then can be saved?” The answer comes in verse 26: “With man this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible.” Here is the good news of the gospel. Even rich people can be
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saved if they will give up their trust in their riches. The richest people on earth can be saved, but
they’ve got to stop trusting in their riches and they’ve got to start trusting in Jesus Christ and him
alone.
Whenever you stop trusting in money and the things that money can buy and turn your life over
to Jesus Christ, then and only then will your heart be satisfied.
The one thing you lack, God offers to you right now. He offers you forgiveness and a brand-new
life. The one thing you need is yours for the asking. If you have discovered that having it all is
not enough, then please consider something that money can’t buy.
Would you like a life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ? It’s yours for the asking. Open
your heart to him and he will come in.
Father, you promised bread for the hungry and rest for the weary. May those who hunger
be filled with the Bread of Life. And may the weary find the rest that only Jesus can give.
Forgive us for loving money so much that we have no room for you. Grant that we might
realize our deepest need so that you can provide for us the “one thing” we lack. In Jesus
name, Amen.
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March 4

Why Did You Doubt?

“Why Did You Doubt?” (Matthew14:31)
When Jesus says, “Come,” you’d better come.
When he says, “Walk,” you’d better walk.
In Peter’s case, he was safer out on the water than in the boat. At that moment, the smartest thing
Peter could do was to get out of the boat. Once Peter was fully on the water, he turns to walk
toward Jesus. Everything goes fine until Peter notices the storm all around him. Remember, the
storm has never stopped. During all this commotion, the rain has been coming down in sheets.
Behind him the little fishing boat bobs on the roiling waves.
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Matthew tells us that “when he saw the wind, he was afraid.” (v. 30). But the wind was there
all along. The storm has been raging for hours. It’s not as if it lets up when Jesus begins walking
on the water. Jesus comes to them in the midst of the storm. According to verse 32, the wind
doesn’t die down until Jesus and Peter get in the boat. It’s not easy to keep your eyes on Jesus in
the middle of the night, when the raging storm of fear threatens to overwhelm you. This text
reminds us that not only does Christ control the storm, and not only does he send the storm, he
reveals himself in the midst of the storm. Very often our purest vision of Christ comes when the
storms of life threaten to capsize the tiny boat of our faith. What do we do then?
Pray for “concentrating faith.”
Focus on Jesus.
Fix your eyes on the Son of God.
What happened to Peter can happen to any of us. For a brief moment, he forgets about Jesus and
remembers who he is and where he is. When he lost his concentration on Jesus, he began to sink.
As he goes down into the water, he prays one of the shortest prayers in the Bible: “Lord, save
me!” (v. 30) When you are sinking you don’t have time to pray a long prayer. If you aren’t quick
about it, you’ll drown before you get to the end of your prayer. The Bible says that immediately
Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. His words to Peter are very important. “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31). In our English version, “You of little faith”
comes out to four words. But in the Greek Jesus only used one word: “Little-faith.” It’s a title or
a nickname. Jesus called Peter “Little-Faith.” “Little-faith, why did you doubt?”
When Jesus called Peter “Little-Faith,” he was not rebuking Peter for attempting too much, but
for trusting too little. Do you see the difference? Jesus is not saying, “Peter, you should have
stayed in the boat.” To the contrary, Jesus is really saying, “Peter, if you had just kept your eyes
on me, you could have walked across the Atlantic Ocean.”
Keep your eyes on Jesus and not on the storm. That’s the lesson for today.
Heavenly Father, forgive us for trusting you too little. Shake us loose from the security of
staying in the boat. Help us to walk on the waters of faith because we believe that Jesus will
hold us up. Amen.
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March 5

To Whom Shall We Go?

“Lord, to whom shall we go?” (John 6:68)
Jesus is too much for some people.
Sometimes the words of Jesus seem too strong, his demands too strict, his sayings too mysterious
to understand. Sometimes the problem is simply that Jesus asks for everything, and that’s more
than we are willing to give.
In this case Jesus has just revealed that he is the true Bread of Heaven, the only source of eternal
life. Then our Lord applies the truth using a startling word picture:
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the
last day” (John 6:54).
When the people heard this, they said, “This is a hard teaching” (John 6:60). But it is only hard
if you think on the physical plane. Jesus means that when you trust him, he becomes “living
bread” and “living water” to your soul. You come hungry and thirsty and he meets the deepest
need of your life.
At this point many of the disciples turned away, proving that they had no real understanding at
all.
When Jesus asks his inner circle if they too will leave, Peter replies, “To whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life?” (John 6:68). His brave words mean something like this:
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“A long time ago we began to follow you. We’ve watched you up close. Some things you do
frighten us because we’ve never seen anything like it before. You say things that blow our
minds. You don’t mind offending powerful people. You aren’t like any Rabbi we’ve ever known
before. We’ve looked at the alternatives, and we’ve figured out that there is no one else who can
do what you do. We know you are the Holy One of God. So we’ve made our choice. We’re
sticking with you all the way to the end.”
Ray Stedman offers this summation of what a true Christian thinks of Jesus:
“In Christ we have a love that can never be fathomed; a life that can never die; a
righteousness that can never be tarnished; a peace that can never be understood; a rest
that can never be disturbed; a joy that can never be diminished; a hope that can never be
disappointed; a glory that can never be clouded; a light that can never be darkened; a
happiness that can never be interrupted; a strength that can never be enfeebled; a purity
that can never be defiled; a beauty that can never be marred; a wisdom that can never be
baffled; and resources that can never be exhausted.”
If that is true–and it is–how could a Christian ever go anywhere else?
Let the world think what it will. Jesus is Lord! By God’s grace, we will follow him to the end.
Lord Jesus, you are the one and only Savior of the World. No one can compare to you. You
alone are the exalted Lord of heaven and earth. We will not leave you because our hearts
are fully satisfied in you. May we by grace remain faithful to you now and forever. Amen.
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March 6

How Do You Know Me?

“How do you know me?" (John 1:48)
Little things mean a lot.
Nathanael couldn’t figure out how Jesus knew who he was. They had never met, and Nathanael
knew nothing at all about Jesus. Though he had no opinion about Jesus, Jesus had a high opinion
of him, saying, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false” (John 1:47). That’s
high praise coming from Jesus who could spot hypocrisy a mile away. (Since he was the Son of
God, distance didn’t matter. He knew a hypocrite before he opened his mouth and made it
official.)
Evidently Nathanael was a true believer among the ancient Israelites, a man patiently waiting for
the coming of the Messiah. But how would he recognize him? In that day, as in our own day,
there were many spiritual counterfeits. How could Nathanael know? Or how would the Messiah
make himself known?
The answer is not hard to find.
Jesus revealed his divine knowledge of all things to Nathanael.
“I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you” (John 1:48).

48

Nathanael immediately comes to the proper conclusion: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you
are the King of Israel" (John 1:49). I imagine Jesus smiling a bit as he replies to Nathanael’s
eager profession of faith. Here is how The Message renders Jesus’ answer:
“You’ve become a believer simply because I say I saw you one day sitting under the fig
tree? You haven’t seen anything yet! Before this is over you’re going to see heaven open
and God’s angels descending to the Son of Man and ascending again" (John 1:50-51).
God bless Nathanael. Though his faith was imperfect, he rested it on the right object, the Lord
Jesus Christ. And Jesus says to him, “You will see greater things than this,” meaning that Jesus
himself is the one true way to God. He is the “door” to heaven (John 10:9 NASB) and anyone
who enters through him will be saved forever.
So we see in this story Jesus commends the simple faith of an honorable man and then uses that
“teachable moment” to reveal enormous spiritual truth that Nathanael would not have completely
understood.
How good of our Lord to meet us where we are. He doesn’t require that we pass a theology test
in order to start on the “Jesus road.” All he asks is that we trust him. What we don’t know, he
will teach us. What we need to know, we can learn from him. Here is hope for everyone who
feels unworthy and unqualified to become a Christian. As someone has said, “I’d rather be six
inches from hell heading toward heaven than six inches from heaven heading toward hell.”
Direction makes all the difference. Though a man live surrounded by darkness, if he is willing to
follow the light of Christ, that light will shine in his heart.
Jesus never turns anyone away who truly wants to find him.
Lord Jesus, you know us as we are, and we cannot hide the truth from you. Thank you for
reaching out to us and inviting us to come to you. Give us honest hearts to seek you and a
deep desire to trust you more and more. Amen.
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March 7

Whose Wife Will She Be?

“At the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?” (Luke
20:33)
Talk about a run of bad luck.
A woman marries a man who dies leaving her with no children to carry on the family name. So
along comes the younger brother who marries her and then dies leaving her with no children.
Then another brother and another one and another, until she has married all seven brothers who
all managed to die leaving her childless.
And the natural question is, whose wife will she be in the resurrection?
Hard not laugh out loud when you read that story, which is exactly the point the Sadducees
wished to make. They concocted a ridiculous example to show the absurdity (to them) of the
whole idea of a resurrection of the dead
But Jesus turns the tables on them by saying, in effect, “Fellows, you’ve got it all wrong. You
think the next age will be nothing but a continuation of this age. But it’s not. The rules that
govern this age don’t govern the next age.”
Jesus then goes to the deeper point that God is not the God of the dead but of the living (Luke
20:38). He adds a wonderful phrase, “For to him all are alive." Here we have the truth
underlying the Christian belief in the resurrection of the dead. God will raise the dead because
he cannot fail to keep his promise. He who calls himself “the God of the living” will not leave
50

his people in the grave. Our hope for the future rests not in science, not in speculation, not in
some proof text, but in the character of God himself!
If you want to know the truth about life after death, there are only two ways to be sure:
1) See for yourself. All of us will do that eventually.
2) Take the testimony of someone who knows.
This is where the words of Jesus take on life-changing power. He’s been there, he entered the
realm of death, he experienced it fully, he was as dead as anyone has ever been. On the third day
he came back from the dead, never to die again. We have the authoritative word of the Son of
God who emerged from the grave with the keys of death and Hades in his hand. Because of
Jesus, we are not left to wonder what happens when we die. Death cannot change our
relationship with God because he is not the God of the dead but of the living.
Those who know Jesus have entered into a relationship that even death cannot sever. Our hope
for the future is as secure as the promises of God. For the Christian, death is not the end but the
beginning of life forever with the Lord.
Lord Jesus, you have defeated death once and for all. We look forward that wonderful day
when the dead in Christ will rise immortal and incorruptible. Even so, Come, Lord Jesus.
Amen.
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March 8

Who Touched Me?

“Who touched me?” (Luke 8:45)
It seems like an absurd question.
With so many people pressing in upon Jesus, how could anyone know who touched him? With
many people wanting to be near him, it could have been any man or any woman in the crowd.
But the Master knew that someone had touched the edge of his garment and at that moment a
mighty miracle had occurred. A woman with a serious blood disorder had been instantly cured.
This woman had taken a real chance by touching Jesus. According to the law, her touch could
make Jesus unclean. Because he was the Son of God, his power of healing overcame her
uncleanness. But she did not know that when she touched him.
What a crucial point this is. Our Lord Jesus was not ashamed to be touched by the untouchable,
and he was not embarrassed to be publicly identified with the outcasts of this world. He was at
home with sinners, he ate supper with gluttons and drunkards, he welcomed the prostitutes, he
touched the lepers, and he is not ashamed to be touched by an unclean person.
Not ashamed? No, not at all. Delighted, I think, and glad to identify himself with her. Delighted
that she had the courage to reach out and glad that he could heal her. And he didn’t care who
knew about it. No, that’s not strong enough. He wanted the whole crowd to know what he had
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done.
Why is this so important? Because with our Lord there are no “untouchable” people. In Jesus’
eyes, everyone is touchable. Thank God, there are no hopeless cases with him.
As he walked down a crowded street, hundreds of hands reached out to him. Yet he felt the thin,
sickly hand of faith. He felt it! He felt her touch . . . He stopped . . . He turned . . . He spoke to
her.
He was not offended or angry at her. Nor was he too busy or too tired to bother with her. Think
of it. He whom all the forces of hell could not stop was diverted by the touch of a sickly hand!
This woman did by her touch what Satan himself could not do. She stopped Jesus in his tracks.
He spoke to her as if she were the only person in the crowd. When he turned, it was just Jesus
and her. No one else mattered.
We do not have a stoic, uncaring Christ. Nor do we have a preoccupied Christ who is too busy to
notice our problems. He is the sensitive Jesus who as the hymn writer says, “feels our deepest
woe.”
He loves you as if there were only one person in all the universe to love. He hears you as if you
were the only one speaking to him. He attends to your needs as if yours were the only needs in
all the universe. What a Christ!
Lord Jesus, as you were not too busy to feel the touch of this woman’s hand brushing the
edge of your garment, hear us when we call out to you. Though we are weak, you are
strong and mighty to save. Thank you for responding to the touch of our feeble faith.
Amen.
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March 9
Who Do You Say That I Am?

“Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15)
It all comes down to this eventually.
In the Greek text the word you has an enormous stress. In fact, the word you really goes at the
first of the sentence. It is as if Jesus is saying, “But you who have followed me and have known
me from the beginning, who do you say that I am?” It is the greatest question in the universe and
it is one which every person must eventually answer.
Whenever there was a question, Peter would always be the first one to answer. When Peter
answers here, he is not speaking simply for himself, but for all the disciples. His answer is very,
very specific. “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God" (Matthew 16:16). In the Greek
the word “the” is repeated four times. You could translate it this way: “You are the Christ, the
Son of the God, the Living One.” Peter was saying, “I know who you are. You are the Messiah
sent to save us and you are the Son of God from heaven.” It is short and simple. Everything
necessary for salvation is included in that statement.
I think some people would read that statement and say, “Well, that’s no big deal. I would say
that, too.” Sure, Christians everywhere would stand up and say, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the Living God.” But Peter was the first person in human history ever to say it out loud. And he
said it when few were with Jesus and many were against him. He deserves all the credit, for
without his confession there would be no Christian church.
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Does it matter what we believe? These are the words of C. S. Lewis from his book Mere
Christianity:
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say
about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His
claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man
and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either
be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would
be the Devil of hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of
God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit
at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.
But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.
To be almost right about Jesus is to be totally wrong. Why? Because we are not saved by good
opinions about Jesus. We not saved because we have a good feeling about Jesus. We are not
saved because we like his moral teaching. That is not enough. Close only counts in horseshoes
and hand grenades. If you almost-right about Jesus, you are really totally wrong.
Does it matter what we believe about Jesus? Yes, it does. The truth about Jesus is the difference
between heaven and hell.
Jesus has a question for you today. It’s the same one he asked 2000 years ago.
“Who do you say that I am?”
Our God and Father, we gladly take our place with the confessing church around the
world. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God. May we never be
ashamed of him and never be ashamed to make that confession. Amen.
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March 10

Who is My Mother?

“Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?" (Matthew 12:48)
Sometimes Jesus could seem rude.
Or maybe blunt would be a better word.
But perhaps we have not understood him correctly. Jesus stood in a dual relationship to his
mother Mary and to his earthly brothers and sisters. They were indeed part of his earthly family.
He never denied them or disowned them, and he never treated them unkindly. But he never
forgot the greater priority of the spiritual over the physical. Thus he could say of his disciples,
“Here are my mother and my brothers” (Matthew 12:49). And to make sure everyone
understood his point, he added that those who do the Father’s will are his true spiritual family (v.
50).
We see this same truth stated another way in Matthew 10:36, “Your worst enemies will be in
your own family" (CEV). The Message offers this paraphrase of the surrounding context:
Don’t think I’ve come to make life cozy. I’ve come to cut—make a sharp knife-cut
between son and father, daughter and mother, bride and mother-in-law—cut
through these cozy domestic arrangements and free you for God. Well-meaning
family members can be your worst enemies. If you prefer father or mother over me,
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you don’t deserve me. If you prefer son or daughter over me, you don’t deserve me
(Matthew 10:34-37).
The truth about Jesus cuts both ways. Thus one brother believes, another rejects. A father follow
Jesus, a mother goes her own way. Twin sisters part ways over the gospel. Thus it has ever been,
and thus it is today.
There is sad news and good news in this question. The sad news is that some of our closest
friends and relatives will not understand why we believe in Jesus. Some may be openly hostile to
us. Converts from Islam often experience this truth in very personal terms. Following Jesus
won’t make you popular in many parts of the world.
But the good news is better than the bad news. When we come to Christ, we become part of a
worldwide fellowship of believers that stretches to every corner of the globe. It has been my joy
over the last 30 years to see God expand my own horizons in this area. I have discovered to my
delight that God has his people scattered in some very unusual places. And I have learned that
there are many different ways to worship God in spirit and in truth. I learned to do a little
worship dance at the YWAM base in Belize. I stood with John Sergey and observed a Russian
Orthodox liturgy in St. Petersburg, Russia. I clapped and cheered with enthusiastic Haitian
believers during an evangelistic campaign. I have preached in an evangelical church on the banks
of the Volga River and joined in worship with a Messianic congregation in Jerusalem. I took my
shoes off so I could preach at a church in Bangkok, Thailand, and I joined with youth leaders
from Latvia, Slovenia, Romania, Slovakia, Poland and the Czech Republic as we worshiped the
Lord together.
Everyone who belongs to Jesus belongs to me because we are joined together by faith in him.
Jesus unites in one body the vast diversity of true Christians from every tribe, nation, language
and people group. One day we will join in united worship around the throne of God (Revelation
7:9-10). Even today we get a foretaste as we worship the Lord together.
God has a great big family, bigger than any of have imagined, and if I’m in that family, I’ve got
brothers and sisters all over the world. It’s hard for me to think of a happier truth than that.
Lord Jesus, forgive us for our limited vision of your global family. When we feel like we’re
alone in the world, remind us of our brothers and sisters in every nation. Open our eyes to
see that everyone who belongs to you belongs to us too. Amen.
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March 11

Who Gave You This Authority?

“Who gave you this authority?” (Matthew 21:23)
Religious types are always big on authority issues.
Who are you?
Where did you come from?
Who gave you the right to teach here?
What school did you attend?
Where is your diploma?
Why didn’t you ask us for permission?
Who do you think you are, anyway?
The religious gatekeepers felt profoundly threatened by Jesus because he didn’t fit into any of
their categories. First, he came from Nazareth and not from Jerusalem. Second, he came from a
poor family. Third, he didn’t have the right rabbinic credentials. Fourth, he didn’t show much
regard for man-made rules. Fifth, he didn’t quote an endless stream of rabbis when he gave his
sermons. Sixth, he stirred up the countryside with his miracles. Seventh, he just seemed like a
troublemaker. The throngs that greeted his entrance into Jerusalem proved that he was a public
menace and a disturber of the peace.
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And of course you’ve got to get rid or troublemakers or they will make trouble for you. That line
of paranoid thinking led eventually to the plot to kill Jesus.
It’s fascinating that the Jewish leaders don’t attack his teaching or his character because there
was nothing to attack. So they go after his authority. That same attack has been made many times
since then.
The same charge has often been made against the servants of God, when they have
striven to check the progress of ecclesiastical corruption. It is the old engine by which the
children of this world have often labored to stop the progress of revivals and
reformations. . . Too many care nothing for the manifest blessing of God on man’s work,
so long as he is not sent forth by their own sect or party. (J. C. Ryle)
It has always been this way, that the powers that be are threatened by those who work outside the
established lines of authority. So we should not be surprised when it happens in our day.
Note that our Lord answered this attacking question with a question of his own about John’s
baptism (Matthew 21:24-25). He thus put the religious leaders on the horns of a dilemma. They
couldn’t reject John without angering the people who loved him. But if they accept John, why
not accept the One he came to announce? Jesus’ wise response proves that the religious leaders
were cowards. They feared the crowds and they feared Jesus’ popularity with the people.
Where did his authority come from? Since Jesus was sent by the Father, his authority came from
God. That’s why he didn’t have to appeal to human tradition or to the opinions of fallible men.
He spoke the truth because he is the truth (John 14:6). All authority in heaven and on earth is
vested in him (Matthew 28:18).
To this day religious types still have problems with Jesus because he doesn’t fit their categories.
But never mind them. As Jesus himself said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will never pass away" (Matthew 24:35).
Jesus is the Final Authority.
Sovereign Lord, you are the still point in our turning world and the solid rock beneath our
feet. We trust in you, and we will not be moved. When the kingdoms of this earth have
crumbled to dust, your words will still be true. Amen.
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March 12

Do You Love Me?

“Do You Love Me?” (John 21:17).
Several questions come to mind as we read this passage (John 21:15-17):
Why did Jesus ask Peter three times, “Do you love me?”
Because Peter denied him three times.
Why did he do this publicly? Because Peter denied him publicly. The other disciples needed to
hear Peter openly declare his love for Christ. Without hearing those words, the doubts would
linger forever.
The man who had been so boastful, so sure of himself, so confident of his own courage, is now
thoroughly humbled. Jesus’ first question—“Do you love me more than these?” (v. 15)—was a
subtle reminder of his previous boast to be more loyal than the other disciples (Matthew 26:33).
In his reply Peter declares his love for Christ, but he refuses to compare himself with anyone
else. As painful as this was, it was absolutely necessary. Jesus is cleaning the wound so that it
might be properly healed. He is getting rid of Peter’s guilt and shame by dealing with it openly.
Consider what Christ doesn’t do. He doesn’t try to make Peter feel guilty. He doesn’t humiliate
publicly. He doesn’t ask him, “Are you sorry for what you did?” He doesn’t make him promise
to do better. He just asks one question: “Do you love me?”
Once we have hurt someone we love, it is hard to look them in the face and it is harder still to be
questioned about our true commitment. “How could you have done that? What were you
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thinking? Do you even love me at all?” But the questions must be asked and the answers must be
given. And they must be repeated if the truth is to be fully told.
There are three qualifications for those who would serve the Lord:
The first is love.
The second is love.
The third is love.
First we love, then we serve.
First we love, then we speak.
First we love, then we lead.
When Christ asks the question the third time, Peter’s heart is grieved and he blurts out, “Lord,
you know all things” (v. 17). With those words Peter renounces all his self-confidence. On that
fateful night in the Upper Room, he thought he knew himself but he didn’t. Now he’s not so
sure. He doesn’t even trust his own heart; instead he trusts in the Lord who knows all things.
This is a mighty step forward in Christian growth. It is a great advance to come to the place
where you can say with conviction, “My trust is in the Lord alone.” Sometimes we have to hit
bottom and hit it hard before we can say those words.
No doubt Peter loved Jesus more after his fall than before. No one loves like the one who has
experienced God’s grace firsthand.
I love you, Lord Jesus, but not as I ought. Purge from my heart all pride and grant me a
good memory of my past so that I might love you more when I remember how much you
have loved me and forgiven all my sins. Amen.
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March 13

What Is That To You?

“What is that to you?” (John 21:22)
Years ago I heard Dr. Vernon Grounds, longtime president of Denver Seminary, share a story
from a time in his early ministry when he was bring harshly criticized for some stands he had
taken. The men criticizing him felt he should have been stronger or stated things more forcefully
or done things a different way. They were so vocal that he could not ignore them. Eventually he
became angry and discouraged. Then the Lord impressed upon his heart the passage in John
21:20-22 where Peter, evidently feeling a bit of apostolic competition, asks the Lord what will
happen to the Apostle John. Here is the Lord’s answer in verse 22, “If I want him to remain
alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." It’s a polite way of saying,
“What happens to John is none of your business.” The King James Version renders the last
phrase this way, "Follow thou me.”
Dr. Grounds said the Lord used those three words to set him free.
“Follow me, and don’t worry about anyone else.”
“Follow me, and I’ll take care of the others.”
“Follow me, and you’ll have plenty to do.
Here is our calling put simply:
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Feed God’s sheep.
Be faithful.
Follow Jesus.
If we do that, we are successful already, and when our work is done, we will discover that the
Lord made more of what we did than we knew while we were on the earth. The applause of
heaven will welcome us home, and that’s the only success that really matters.
Lord Jesus, we pray to be delivered from our desperate need to compare ourselves to
others. Grant us a single-minded devotion to follow wherever you lead. Amen.
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March 14

Who of You by Worrying Can Add
a Single Hour to His Life?

“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” (Matthew 6:27)
Can you worry your way into an extra hour of life?
No, but you might take a few hours off your life by worrying.
We’re really pretty limited if you think about it. All our days and hours and minutes and seconds
are in the Father’s hands. I spoke with a pastor friend whose wife died a few months ago from a
stroke that came without warning. How had he managed to keep his faith in the face of losing his
beloved wife (they had been married for over 35 years)? “I have always known that her life was
in God’s hands and that she would not live one day longer than God ordained. I just didn’t think
that her final day would come when it did.” For him this truth has become exceedingly precious.
Her life was not cut short because she lived precisely as long as the Father intended.
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Worry will not make us live longer . . . or better . . . or smarter.
But worry will rob us of our joy . . . our peace . . . and our contentment.
That’s the funny thing about worry. It can give you an ulcer or a stroke or a migraine headache
or a heart attack. But the one thing worry can’t give you is a longer life. A man can worry
himself to death, but he can’t worry himself into a longer life.
You may die before noon tomorrow. Nothing you can do can change that fact in the least. The
whole matter is in God’s hands. So to obsessively worry about terminal illness or a freak
accident is pointless because you cannot by worrying add a single second to your life.
That lifts a tremendous load off your shoulders, doesn’t it? You’re going to die someday. Maybe
today. Maybe tomorrow. Maybe later this year. But maybe not for fifty years. Maybe suddenly.
Maybe slowly. Only God knows how it will happen.
But that means you are living on borrowed time. Only God knows when your time is up. That
means you don’t have to worry about dying. That’s out of your hands. Therefore, you are free to
relax, enjoy life, live each day to the fullest, and go for all the gusto you can find. And let God
worry about how things turn out.
Jesus applied this truth for us in Matthew 6:34, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Don’t borrow
trouble. There’s plenty to be thinking about right now. So many people are frozen with fear over
what might happen two or three months down the road. Listen, if God could create the world in
seven days, he can surely handle your problems in May or June.
Each day has enough trouble to keep you busy. You take care of today and God will take care of
tomorrow.
O Lord, you have numbered all my days and written them in your book. Since I cannot die
before my time, help me to enjoy each day as a gift from you and use it to serve others in
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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March 15

What Can a Man Give in Exchange for His Life?

“What can a man give in return for his life?” (March 8:37)
Decision time.
Jesus is meeting with his men at Caesarea Philippi, a city outside the borders of Israel. There
Peter makes the great confession: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God” (Matthew
16:16). Jesus then reveals the fact of his coming crucifixion in Jerusalem. What’s left to say?
Only one thing.
Are you in or out?
We all have just one life to spend. The challenge for all of us is the same. What’s the best deal
we can make? In this short journey through life, in the fleeting moments as we pass our time on
planet earth, what will we do with the life God gave us? With that as background, we may
paraphrase the words of Jesus–and add a bit of 21st-century idiom–this way:
“Now that you know who I am, are you ready to take up your cross and follow me? Before you
answer, let me warn you that to follow me will seem in the eyes of the world as if you are
wasting your life. The people of the world will never understand what you are doing.
“You always have another option. You can try to save your own life by following your own
desires. Lots of people do that. They live as if their career is all that matters. But the people who
live only for this life in the end will find that they wasted it on things that don’t really matter.
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“But if you follow me–though the way will not be easy and you will often be misunderstood–in
the end you will save your life. And the people who laugh at you now will not laugh at you then.
They will see that you were right and they were wrong.
“After all, what good will it do if you become the richest man in the world or climb to the top of
the corporate ladder or rise to the highest salary level in your company or win the applause of the
world–what good will all that do if in the end you find out it was all wasted? What good will that
shiny, new sports car do you then? Will you be able to trade it in for another life? No, you won’t.
But if you want to live that way, go ahead. Millions of people do. In the end they will be sorry,
but by then it will be too late to do anything about it.
“So what will it be, men? The way of the cross or the way of the world? You’ve got to invest
your life somewhere. What’s the best deal you can make?”
The martyred missionary Jim Elliot said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain
what he cannot lose.”
If you live for your career, what difference will it make ten seconds after you die? If you spend
your life in the service of the kingdom of God, the road may not be easy, but 10,000 years from
now you’ll never regret your decision.
Lord Jesus, you have called me to follow you, and now I must give an answer. Clear the
cobwebs of confusion from my heart so that I might answer your call gladly, freely,
completely, immediately, and say, “Here am I, Lord, ready to do your will.” Amen.
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March 16

What Were You Arguing About?

“What were you arguing about?” (Mark 9:33)
No wonder they wouldn’t answer him.
After all Jesus has said and done—after all his miracles and the repeated teaching—what are
these guys talking about on the road? They were arguing about who was the greatest.
Unbelievable! In the Jewish society of that day—as in most societies in every generation—there
was a huge emphasis on power, position, prestige and titles. “Who’s number one?” is still the
operative question. Because he knew their hearts, Jesus knew about their sinful ambition even
before he asked what they were arguing about. Like little children caught misbehaving, they
were ashamed to answer him.
At that point he could have rebuked them again, but instead he chose this moment for an
unforgettable teaching experience. He does it by giving another of his pithy sayings. To be first
you must be last. In the kingdom of God the way up is down. Thus he overturned contemporary
notions of power and replaced them with the paradox of servant leadership. In essence he is
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saying, “It doesn’t matter who has the title. Look for the one with the servant’s heart and there
you’ve found your leader.”
Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a
ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). He died like a servant is supposed to die—giving all he
had for the sake of others.
If you’ve got to argue about who’s the greatest, you can be sure it’s not you.
If you’ve got to tell me how great you are, how great can you be?
Grab a basin and a towel and just start serving. Leave the bragging to others. That was Jesus’
plan, and it still works today.
Lord Jesus, you came to earth as a servant. We know you as Savior and Lord. Show us
what it means to know you as a servant. Amen.
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March 17

Lord, Should We Fight?

“Lord, should we fight? We brought the swords!” (Luke 22:49 NLT)
Fighting seems so natural. Why let the bad guys win?
Losing is not a popular idea today. It’s definitely not a very American concept. As George
Patton famously remarked, “Americans love a winner. America will not tolerate a loser.” We all
want to be on the winning team, don’t we? That’s why millions of people fill out their March
Madness brackets each year. We want to be able to say, “My team won it all.” Nothing seems
more un-American than choosing to lose.
But that’s precisely what the followers of Jesus are sometimes called to do. In Christ’s kingdom,
the values of the world are turned upside down.
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He that would save his life must lose it.
Take up your cross and follow me.
What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own soul?
He who would be first among you must be the servant of all.
Whoever loves his life loses it.
Whoever loses his life saves it.
Sometimes when you follow Jesus, you have to lose in order to win. That’s what Jesus meant
when he said to Peter, “Put your sword back in its place for all who draw the sword will die
by the sword” (Matthew 26:52). Brute force does not advance Christ’s kingdom. We cannot
accomplish God’s work by bullying people into submission. When we try that approach, it may
produce short-term results but it always backfires in the end because the appeal to brute force
means that we don’t really believe in God. If we did, we wouldn’t try to take matters into our
own hands. “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal
more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53). Twelve legions would be at least
72,000 angels. Do you think 72,000 angels could handle the soldiers that came out to arrest
Jesus? But if Jesus had that sort of power at his disposal, why didn’t he use it? Verse 54 says that
Jesus refrained from calling on those angels because he knew that his arrest was necessary to
fulfill God’s plan. “It must happen this way,” Jesus said.
Jesus doesn’t need our help.
He doesn’t want to be rescued.
Jesus can take care of himself. What seems to be the cluttered rush of events turns out to be the
plan of God unfolding to bring salvation to the world. When evil seems to be winning, Christ
calmly submits, knowing that in the end, God’s will must be done.
J. C. Ryle puts this in perspective:
He did not die because he could not help it; he did not suffer because he could not escape.
All the soldiers of Pilate’s army could not have taken him, if he had not been willing to
be taken. They could not have hurt a hair of his head, if he had not given them
permission.
An old hymn reminds us that sometimes we must “learn to lose with God.” In losing our power,
our significance, our place in the lights, our fame and fortune and all that we hold dear,
especially our reputation in the world, in giving all that up, our losing with God wins for us a
blessing the world can’t match and does not understand.
Lord Jesus, you won the greatest victory by submitting to the greatest evil men could
conceive. Through the treachery of the wicked, you won salvation for all who believe in
you. Grant us a willingness to follow you all the way to the cross. Amen.
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March 18

When Did We Ever See You Hungry?

When did we ever see you hungry and feed you?” (Matthew 25:37)
Somewhere I read about St. Benedict’s first rule for his followers: hospitality. They must always
show kindness to strangers because in so doing they are showing kindness to Christ himself. The
story is told about an old Benedictine monk who was about to lock the monastery door at the end
of a very exhausting weekend. There had been so many guests and some of them had proved
quite difficult to handle. He was secretly glad to see them all go so he could have a bit of rest.
Just as he was closing the door, a new group of pilgrims walked up the path and asked for
admittance. Under his breath, he said to himself, “Lord Jesus Christ, is it you again?”
These words of Jesus offer a liberating perspective because it is easy to feel overwhelmed or
perhaps resentful at the intrusion of others into our well-planned agendas. And sometimes,
consciously or not, we can give off an air of condescension, of pride and superiority, of
smugness because “We’ve found the truth and you haven’t, you poor, benighted pagans.” And
don’t think those “poor, benighted pagans” can’t sense it. They’re not stupid. They know when
Christians talk down to them. The words of Jesus help us see things in a new light.
We know that when we go “in his name,” he goes with us.
We know that we are going “with him” and “for him.”
But now we know that we are also going “to him.”
He’s on the receiving end of the mercy transaction.
He is there in the face of the Afghan refugee.
He stands with the homeless at the Harlem Avenue exit.
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He is there with the single mother struggling with three young children.
He has a cell inside every prison in the world.
He walks the halls of the cancer unit at the hospital.
He hears the cries of abused children.
He is there in the assembly of Sudanese believers.
If you look, you can see him in the streets of Calcutta. Mother Teresa found him there. But he is
also in Hanoi and Montreal and Lisbon and in a Haitian town called Pignon. There is a sense in
which the Lord Jesus can be found wherever there is human pain and suffering. If there is a
broken heart, you can find him there. If there is sadness or guilt, Jesus will be there somewhere.
That’s why he was called “a man of sorrows.” There is a deeper sense in which you can find the
Lord Jesus wherever you find his people scattered on the earth. “Where two or three are
gathered together …” What’s the end of that verse? “There am I in the midst of them”
(Matthew 18:20 KJV).
When we help his people, we are helping him.
When we dry a tear or offer a word of hope, we are serving him.
When we go the extra mile even though we are already dead tired and a bit frustrated because we
don’t have the time or energy and we’re already behind schedule, but we do it anyway, he sees
and knows what we have done, and he marks it down as if we had done it to him personally.
One day, long after we’ve forgotten the frustrations of this life, he will remember it. And we will
be rewarded. It all comes down to this. Jesus forgets what we remember. And he remembers
what we forget. You might even say that the whole gospel is in those two sentences.
Lord Jesus, give us eyes to see you in the hurting, hungry, helpless people all around us.
Then give us your heart to reach out to you and for you in your name, Amen.
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March 19

Are You the One?

“Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” (Matthew 11:2)
That’s a powerful question.
It may be troubling to some people to think that John the Baptist has come to a point of such
deep doubt. After all, we know that John had made one of the earliest public confessions of Jesus
when he cried out, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John
1:29). Then he said, “I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God” (John 1:34). Make
no mistake. John knew who Jesus was. How could a man who was so certain about Jesus now
harbor such doubt? The text does not tell us exactly, but I think I know part of the answer.
It is no wonder that as he languished in prison, not knowing when (or if) he would be released,
John began to wonder, and then he began to doubt. He at least knew enough to ask the right
question. “Are you the one sent from heaven, or is there someone else who will be our Savior?
Are you really the promised Messiah?” The answer our Lord gives is very instructive. He does
not rebuke John or put him down. He simply gives him the evidence he needs in order to regain
his faith. Go back, he says, and tell John what you have seen. Then he lists six miracles (v. 6):
The blind see.
The lame walk.
The lepers are cured.
The deaf hear.
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The dead are raised.
The poor have the gospel preached to them.
Jesus essentially says, “Go back and tell John that in my name, the hurting people of the world
are being totally transformed.” He goes on to praise John calling a prophet “and more than a
prophet” (Matthew 11:9). He’s the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (v. 10). It’s as if
Jesus is saying, “John may doubt me, but I don’t doubt him. He’s still on my team. I still believe
in him.” He affirmed his faith in John while John was still in his doubts. He knew that
underneath those doubts there was genuine faith. Jesus is saying, “He’s still my man, doubts and
all.” What an incredible affirmation.
Above the front door of every church in the world we should erect a two-word sign:
DOUBTERS WELCOME. That should be the church’s message.
If you have doubts, come inside.
If you have questions, come inside.
If you are uncertain, come inside.
If you are a skeptic, come inside.
If you are searching for truth, come inside.
God never turns an honest doubter away. Never. Come to him with your doubts, your
skepticism, your unbelief, your hard questions, your uncertainties. He welcomes your hardest
questions. Doubt is not a sin. It’s what you do with your doubt that makes all the difference.
Don’t let your doubts keep you from Jesus. Come to him just as you are—and bring your doubts
with you. He will not turn you away.
Gracious Lord, we are glad that you are not threatened by our doubts nor are you shocked
when we ask hard questions. Help us to doubt our doubts, not our faith. We believe, Lord,
help our unbelief. As you helped John the Baptist, help us too. Amen.
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March 20

What Will You Give Me?

“What will you give me if I hand him over to you?” (Matthew 26:15)
How much would you sell Jesus for?
Would you betray him for money?
Would you betray him for a better job?
Would you betray him to keep the job you have?
Would you betray him to save your own skin?
Would you betray him because he didn’t live up to your expectations?
Would you betray him because you thought he let you down?
Would you betray him if you thought you could win the favor of important people?
Judas does us a favor if his story causes us to rethink our basic commitment to Jesus Christ. You
call yourself a Christian. But are you a true follower or are you just going through the motions?
Are you a pretender or a true believer? Have you truly turned from your sins and trusted Jesus
Christ as Savior? Are you a fair-weather friend of the Savior?
These are searching questions that may be easier to ask than to answer. I ask you not to take them
lightly. The one main lesson from Judas’ life is lost unless we at least ask ourselves the
questions.
After all, if one can be an apostle of Christ and still be lost, what about you and what about me?
Perhaps we may conclude the matter this way. One apostle was lost, that none should presume.
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Eleven were saved, that none should despair. In the end, most of us who call ourselves Christians
will search our hearts and conclude that although we fail him in many ways, we do love Jesus
and gladly claim him as our Savior. That is as it should be. The story of Judas is in the Bible for
many reasons, not the least of which is that before we take anything for granted, we should ask
the question the other apostles asked that fateful night: “Lord, is it I?”
Still as of old,
Man by himself is priced.
For 30 pieces Judas sold
Himself, not Christ.
Search me, Lord Jesus, and see if there be any Judas in me. Would I betray you, Lord?
Reveal the truth and then heal my soul lest I for thirty pieces of silver should betray you
again. Amen.
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March 21

How Are You Different?

“If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else?” (Matthew
5:47 NLT)
You never know what will grab someone’s heart.
Mosab Hassan Yousef grew up as a Muslim. From an early age, he studied the Koran,
memorized its teachings, said the daily prayers, and followed the way of Islam as faithfully as he
could. In that respect, he was like many other young men growing up in Palestinian towns in the
West Bank, with one important exception.
His father was one of the founders of Hamas, the militant terrorist organization.
You wouldn’t think that he would be a likely candidate for conversion, but the ways of God are
beyond human explanation. In his book Son of Hamas, Yousef tells how he met a man who
gave him a New Testament. Because of his interest in religious matters, he decided to read it to
see for himself what it said. Naturally he started with Matthew. Soon he encountered the Sermon
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). There he got his first unfiltered exposure to the pure teachings of
Jesus.
It blew him away.
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I mention this because several years ago we interviewed Mosab Hassan Yousef on American
Family Radio. He told us the same story that he writes in the book. He couldn’t get away from
the revolutionary nature of Jesus’ teaching. And one particular point stayed in his mind.
Love your enemies.
Having grown up thinking that you should hate your enemies and kill them if necessary, he
found himself confronted with a brand-new way of thinking. And that opened his heart to the
message of Jesus. It would take several more years before he became a follower of Christ. It’s
not like he read “Love your enemies,” and said, “Okay, now I’m a disciple of Jesus.” It didn’t
happen that way (it rarely does). But those three words so captured his heart that he simply
couldn’t get away from them.
Love your enemies–don’t hate them.
Love your enemies–don’t despise them.
Love your enemies–don’t kill them.
If Jesus had said “Love those who love you,” he would only have been repeating the wisdom of
the world. If he had said, “Hate those who hate you,” he would have justified the animosity that
separates us from one another.
Here we see the real power of Jesus’ question. “If you are kind only to your friends, how are
you different from anyone else?" Even the pagans love their friends. It takes something
supernatural to love your enemies. It takes the love of Jesus filling your heart because loving
your enemies definitely is not a “natural” reaction.
Love your enemies.
If only the followers of Jesus would live that way, what a difference we could make in this wartorn world.
Lord Jesus, we approve of your words as long as we have no enemies to love. Forgive us for
loving only those who love us. Forgive us for dwelling in hatred and reveling in bitterness.
Deliver us from ourselves, O Lord. We say in the words of an ancient prayer, “Where there
is hatred, let us sow love.” Amen.
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March 22

What Will be the Sign of Your Coming?

“What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3)
Are you ready for TEOTWAWKI?
That’s an acronym for The End Of The World As We Know It. Pronounced “Tee-ought-walkee,” it refers to some catastrophe (natural or manmade, such as global war or some other
doomsday scenario) that causes the total collapse of the world system. That phrase at the end
sticks in the mind.
“As we know it.”
That’s huge because it envisions a day when the world “as we know it” will cease to exist. The
Bible predicts a time in the last days when God will shake the nations so that those things that
cannot be shaken will remain (Hebrews 12:26-27). When Eugene Peterson paraphrased the last
part of verse 27 in The Message, he said that God will shake the earth, “getting rid of all the
historical and religious junk so that the unshakable essentials stand clear and uncluttered."
Unshakable essentials. That says it all. God is shaking the earth so that we will figure out what
matters most.
A brief glance at the first few verses of Matthew 24 helps us see what that “shaking” involves:
Spiritual Deception (vv. 4-5)
International Conflict (vv. 6-7a)
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Natural Disasters (vv. 7b-8)
Fierce Persecution (v. 9)
Widespread Apostasy (vv. 10-12)
Worldwide Evangelism (vv. 13-14)
These “signs” are present to some degree in every generation, but they will be especially visible
as we approach the end of this age. The crucial question involves how close we may or may not
be to those end-time events and ultimately to the return of Christ to the earth. Verse 8 warns us
about the dangers of too much speculation. No one can say with certainty what the future holds.
Both the disciples (v. 3) and Jesus refer to “the end” (v. 14). That means that there is a time
appointed by God in which the world “as we know it” will come to an end. The terrifying events
of the Last Days will usher in the glorious Second Coming of Jesus Christ to the earth (Matthew
24:29-31). (For those wanting more detail, I wrote about this in The Last Days According to
Jesus).
If we take no other comfort from the words of Jesus, we ought to rejoice that he clearly is the
Lord of history and the master of all earthly circumstances. Because he is the Son of God, he
could see clearly into the distant future. He knew about the wars that would ravage mankind, and
he knew that his followers would be brutally attacked. He knew that many false messiahs would
claim his name, and he also looked to a day when the true gospel would be spread across the
earth. No wonder he could say, “See to it that you are not alarmed” (Matthew 24:6). That’s a
good word for times like these. The very next sentence reads: “Such things must happen.” This
is not a promise that we will be spared from suffering, but it is a declaration that hard times are
foreknown by the Lord. They “must happen” because Almighty God has willed it so.
The world "as we know it” is coming to an end.
There are many things we know and many things we don’t know about the future. This much is
certain: Jesus is coming again. His return may be sooner than we think.
Jesus is coming. Are you ready?
Our Lord and our God, we are glad that this world as we know it will not last forever. We
look forward to a better day when Christ himself shall reign on the earth. Until that day
comes, help us live with our hearts lifted toward heaven, waiting and watching for Jesus to
come again. Amen.
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March 23

Will He Find Faith on the Earth?

“When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8)
Maybe, maybe not.
I always thought this was a sad, plaintive end to the parable of the persistent widow (Luke 18:18) where Jesus encourages his disciples to always pray and never to give up. Jesus wraps up his
teaching with three questions:
1) Will not God bring about justice? The answer is yes.
2) Will God keep putting us off? The answer is no.
3) Will the Son of Man find faith on the earth? The answer is maybe.
At first glance the last question may seem out of place. But it fits as the conclusion to Jesus’
description of his Second Coming in Luke 17:20-37. Instead of the detailed discussion we find in
Matthew 24-25, Jesus makes two key points about his return:
It will be a) sudden and b) unexpected. Therefore many people will be caught unprepared to
meet him.
I think the deeper connection goes like this. As we move closer to the Last Days and the end of
the world “as we know it,” anxiety will rise, tumult will increase, nerves will fray, society itself
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will be shaken to the core, troubles will mount, and it will seem as if the world itself is spinning
out of control. What should we do to hold on to our faith?
We should pray.
Earnestly, fervently, repeatedly, unitedly, persistently.
John Piper explains the implications of Jesus’ question this way:
The word from Jesus to us this morning is: don’t stop praying; don’t peter out; don’t be
fickle; but “always pray and don’t lose heart.” And this word increases in urgency as we
see the end of the age drawing near. As Peter says (1 Peter 4:7), “The end of all things is
at hand; therefore, keep sane and sober for your prayers.” The pressures of worldliness
will become greater as the end draws near, therefore, all the more must we watch and be
sober unto prayer, and not lose heart.
So if you believe that Jesus is coming back . . . pray, pray, and keep on praying. As the coming of
Christ draws near, we ought to pray more, not less because in the Last Days prayer marks us as
true followers of Jesus.
When the Son of Man comes . . .
Will he find faith in your church?
Will he find faith in your family?
Will he find faith in your heart?
Lord Jesus, grant that we might not be discouraged even a little bit by the things that
happen around us. We want to pray and to pray more than we do. We ask for “praying
grace” so that when the Son of Man comes, he will find faith on the earth made manifest in
our prayers. Amen.
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March 24

What is Truth?

“What is truth” (John 18:38).
Sometimes a question tells you all you need to know. With those three words Pontius Pilate
revealed his own vacillating nature. Although he knows Jesus is innocent of any crime under
Roman law, he dare not appear weak in the eyes of the Jewish leaders.
When Jesus said, “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me” (v. 37), Pilate replied, “What
is truth?” No one knows exactly what he meant. Was his question a wistful desire to know the
truth? Was it philosophical cynicism? Was it a mocking joke or simply pure ignorance? Was he
irritated or indifferent? Was he speaking from a deep need within? There is no way to know with
certainty why Pilate asked that question.
We should not overlook the fact that the Apostles’ Creed singles him out by saying that Jesus
“suffered under Pontius Pilate.” Why not Caiaphas or Herod or Judas or the Roman soldiers or
the howling mob? The answer comes from a scene Mel Gibson captured with great power in The
Passion of the Christ. Jesus has just been scourged. He stands before Pilate, covered with blood,
his flesh in tatters, his eyes nearly swollen shut, his face so marred that he barely looks human.
Pilate looks at him in shock and pity and in a near-whisper says, “Don’t you know I have the
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power to put to you to death or to free you?” (John 19:10) That wasn’t a boast—it was a
statement of sober fact. As the Roman governor of Judea, he alone could condemn a man to
death. If it is true that many of the Jewish leaders wanted Jesus dead, it’s also true that they
could do nothing without Pilate’s permission. In the end, he must be held accountable for the
death of Jesus. If the Jewish leaders loaded the gun, it was Pilate who pulled the trigger.
In the film and in the gospels, Pilate comes across as a man who knows that Jesus is innocent yet
lacks the courage to set him free. Three times he says, “I find him not guilty” (John 18:38; 19:4,
6 NLT). Pilate knew Jesus had committed no crime worthy of death. But like many a politician
caught between a rock and a hard place, he caved in to pressure from the Jewish leaders who
wanted Jesus dead. That’s why I was so taken by the depiction of Pilate and Jesus, and Pilate and
his wife in the movie. You probably know that all the dialogue is spoken in either Aramaic or
Latin. When Pilate asks his famous question, “What is truth?” you hear him say the Latin word
for truth—veritas. Before his final decision, he confers privately with his wife Claudia. Although
this scene is not biblical, it is entirely believable. What Jesus said about listening to the truth
haunts him. “Do you recognize the truth when you hear it, Claudia?” he asks. Veritas, he says, do
you recognize veritas when you hear it? Claudia says that she does. And with a look of love and
sorrow, she tells Pilate that since he can’t hear it, he will never know veritas. Not even when the
Truth stands in front of him.
Pilate tried to wash his hands but the stain remains. To say, “I don’t want to decide” means “I
lack the courage to choose.” Not to decide is to decide. No one can remain neutral about Jesus.
“Everyone on the side of truth listens to me,” Jesus said. Which side are you on today?
Father God, give us eyes to see and ears to hear the truth about Jesus. Open our hearts by
your Spirit so that we may take our stand with him. Amen.
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March 25

How Did the Fig Tree Wither So Quickly?

“How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” (Matthew 21:20).
Fig trees are for making figs.
Pretty simple, really. We plant apple trees because we want apples, peach trees because we want
peaches, orange trees because we want oranges, and fig trees because we want figs. We might as
well ask what good is an apple tree that doesn’t produce apples? You might as well cut it down.
Or curse it, as Jesus did the fig tree (Matthew 21:18-19).
How did Jesus know the fig tree was barren? Because the leaves and the fruit typically appear at
about the same time. To see a fig tree covered with leaves but with no fruit meant that it was
barren.
Three insights will help us understand this story. First, in the Old Testament the fig tree often
stood as a symbol for the nation of Israel (Jeremiah 8:13; Hosea 9:10). Second, we also need to
observe that the cursing of the fig tree occurs on Monday of Jesus’ Passion Week, four days
before his crucifixion. Third, this story is placed next to the story of Jesus cleansing the temple in
Jerusalem (Matthew 21:12-17). The money lenders had turned the Lord’s house into a den of
thieves. They were profiteers who exchanged foreign currency and also sold the animals that
worshipers from distant towns would buy to sacrifice before the Lord. By shrewd marketing they
could charge exorbitant rates and make a killing off the pilgrims who came to worship. The
whole scene angered our Lord because he knew that the temple should be a house of prayer for
all nations.
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Cursing the fig tree was Jesus’ way of saying that the whole nation had become spiritually barren
before the Lord. They had the form of religion but not the reality. They knew the right words to
say, but their hearts were far from God.
What happened on Monday served as a foreshadowing of what was to come on Friday when
Jesus was put to death like a common criminal.
Our Lord has no use for religion that is outward only and barren of the fruit of holiness and
humility. Better to be irreligious than to be a “pretend believer” who goes through the motions
and plays a religious game.
Better to be infidel than a pretend Christian.
At least with the infidel you know what you’re going to get.
The pretend Christian says the right words but there is no reality to back it up.
Jesus isn’t looking for a good show. He wants your heart to be his.
My Lord, deliver me from even the tiniest bit of religious pretense. May my life bring forth
fruit that is pleasing in your eyes. Amen.

87

March 26

Is It Right for Us to Pay Taxes?

“Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” (Luke 20:22)
“It’s all yours now.”
My wife then dropped a stack of papers on my desk. For several days she had been figuring up
the categories for our income tax return. That’s the way we’ve done it for many years. She does
the categories and then I do the rest. It’s always a bit of agony because like most families, we’ve
got our affairs spread in different areas so you have to pull it all together, fire up the computer,
get the software working, and run the numbers again and again, trying to get all the figures in the
right places, which isn’t easy to do. Then you eventually get to the bottom line.
Tax time is no fun.
It wasn’t any easier 2000 years ago. Back then the Jews had no use for the Romans who had no
use for the Jews except as a source of revenue. The question was a trick, a trap, a way to hang
Jesus on the horns of a dilemma. If he came out in favor of taxes, he would seem to favor Rome.
If he said no, then he would seem to favor rebellion. Either way he’d get in trouble.
“Render to Caesar the things that Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Luke
20:25 NKJV).
Good answer. The first part about Caesar depends on the second part about God. Caesar has a
realm of authority (the money carries his image), but everything belongs to God, including
Caesar and his money. Caesar has no power except that given to him by God. The fact that
Caesar doesn’t know that doesn’t change things.
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But what if you don’t like Caesar, didn’t vote for him, don’t support his policies? What if you
would prefer another Caesar? It’s not as if Tiberius Caesar was a morally upright, God-fearing
man. He wasn’t. Millions of people around the world live under despotic leaders who abuse
others for their own gain. Not many Caesars end up in the Hall of Freedom-Loving Heroes. If
you have a bad Caesar, vote him out if you can. Change the laws if you can. But understand that
even bad leaders are appointed by the Lord. And someday they will answer to him.
Meanwhile, render to Caesar the money he wants as part of your obedience to God who owns it
all.
And while you’re at it, check those figures again. Render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s–but not a penny more.
Sovereign Lord, we affirm that you reign over the affairs of men and nations. Your raise
up one leader and you take down another. Help us to do right and do well as citizens of
heaven who live on the earth. Thank you that the Caesars of this world cannot touch the
things that are eternal. Amen.
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March 27

Why Did You Strike Me?

“Why did you strike me?” (John 18:23)
Cowards hit first.
His trial before Annas was really just a kangaroo court, a pretense of a hearing so they could find
Jesus guilty of something. They were definitely not looking for the truth.
So why did the man hit him?
Because he told the truth.
Because he would not be intimidated.
Because the religious leaders feared him.
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Many years ago I heard a man say that when you find yourself extremely angry, you should ask,
“What am I afraid of?” Behind our anger stands fear, usually the fear that we are losing control.
So our fear drives us to anger and our anger drives us to foolish words and physical violence.
Jesus rebuked a religious system that no longer served God’s purposes. He had already called the
Pharisees hypocrites, blind fools and whitewashed tombs (Matthew 23).
No wonder they hated him.
No wonder they feared him.
No wonder they hit him.
Behold the enmity of sinners for the Son of God. In their anger they attack the One who came to
save them. In their rage they mock the Savior of the world.
But Jesus will not be deterred. There are many hours left before he will be crucified. His
scourging is still ahead of him. There will be more pain, more blood, and finally an agonizing
death. All this he willingly endures. J. C. Ryle puts it in perspective:
To suffer for those whom we love, and who are in some sense worthy of our affections, is
suffering that we can understand. To submit to ill-treatment quietly, when we have no
power to resist, is submission that is both graceful and wise. But to suffer voluntarily,
when we a have the power to prevent it, and to suffer for a world of unbelieving and
ungodly sinners, unasked and unthanked–this is a line of conduct which passes man’s
understanding. Never let us forget that this is the peculiar beauty of Christ’s sufferings,
when we read the wondrous story of His cross and passion.
The worst suffering was still ahead of him, but having set out to do his Father’s will, he endures
the worst that men can do to him. That one slap symbolizes how far he was willing to go to save
sinners like you and me.
How beautiful are your wounds, Lord Jesus. How amazing your grace to those who
attacked you. You were truly a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. By your stripes
my soul is healed and through your death my sins are forgiven. Your suffering has set me
free. Amen.
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March 28

What Shall I Do With Jesus?

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus?” (Matthew 27:22)
Pilate had a big problem.
He knew Jesus was not guilty of any crime (he said so three times), but the shouting mob wanted
him dead. So Pilate offered them a choice.
Barabbas or Jesus.
The criminal or the innocent man.
The terrorist or the King of the Jews.
The troublemaker or the Prince of Peace.
“Barabbas,” they cried. “We want Barabbas.”
And then the great question of the ages: “What I do, then, with Jesus?”
It was a coward’s question.
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Pilate had no business asking the crowd, and even in asking, he knew already what they would
say. To call it dereliction of duty would be kind. This was a sell-out of monumental proportions.
The Romans made Pilate governor precisely so he would make the tough calls. We can imagine
how the argument played out in his mind:
“Don’t be a fool. You already know he’s innocent. You said so yourself. Let him go.”
“Give him to the Jews. Let them deal with him.”
“I’ve never met anyone like this man Jesus.”
“Stop thinking. Just do it. Hand him over to his own people.”
“If I do, they will crucify an innocent man.”
“So what? It’s not your problem.”
No man was ever a greater fool than Pilate. He knew Jesus was innocent but he didn’t have
the courage to set him free.
There comes a time when we all have to “man up” and do the right thing. Rarely will it be easy
or convenient or popular. But it is in those moments that we find out–and the world finds out–
what we’re made of.
In 1891 A. B. Simpson took this question and turned it into a song called What Will You Do
With Jesus?. Here are the first two verses and the refrain:
Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall,
friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all;
hearken! what meaneth the sudden call?
What will you do with Jesus?
Refrain:
What will you do with Jesus?
Neutral you cannot be;
Some day your heart will be asking,
“What will he do with me?”
Jesus is standing on trial still,
you can be false to him if you will,
you can be faithful through good or ill.
What will you do with Jesus? Refrain
After 2000 years, when we think of Pilate, we remember one thing. When he had a chance, he
gave the wrong answer to the world’s most important question. On this Thursday, the day
before our Lord’s crucifixion, may I press the question on your heart. What will you do with
Jesus?
May God give you grace to say, “Jesus, I give you my heart today!”
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My Savior, long years ago a man who knew better condemned you to death. I do not want
to make the same mistake. With all that I am and all that I have, I give you my heart today.
Amen.

94

March 29

Why Have You Forsaken Me?

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34)
“It isn’t right.”
That’s what Roger said to me after he watched Mel Gibson’s movie The Passion of the Christ
with a group from our church. Roger was in the 7th grade when he saw the movie. He gripped
my hand, his eyes filled with tears, his lips quivering. For a long time, he couldn’t say anything.
Finally, with great emotion, he spoke three words, “It isn’t right.”
The way the soldiers treated Jesus wasn’t right.
The way the witnesses lied about him wasn’t right.
The way Pilate cravenly tried to wash the stain of his guilt away wasn’t right.
The crown of thorns wasn’t right.
The scourging wasn’t right.
What they did to Jesus was the greatest crime in history. How could such brutality be justified?
When John Piper wrote about it (50 Reasons Why Christ Came to Die), he gave an answer that
is both simple and profound:
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The most important question of the 21st century is: Why did Jesus Christ come and die?
To see this importance we must look beyond human causes. The ultimate answer to the
question, Who crucified Jesus? is: God did! It is a staggering thought. Jesus was his Son!
But the whole message of the Bible leads to that conclusion.
Just ponder these words: “Who crucified Jesus? God did!” The exclamation point drives the truth
home. No one would have expected God to put his only Son on the cross. But that’s exactly what
happened. The events of Good Friday will make no sense until you grasp that great truth.
And that helps us understand the haunting cry, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken
me?"
When God looked down and saw his Son bearing the sin of the world, he didn’t see his Son, he
saw instead the sin that he was bearing. In that awful moment, the Father turned away. Not in
anger at his Son. No, he loved his Son as much at that moment as he ever had. He turned away in
anger over all the sin of the world that sent his Son to the cross. He turned away in sorrow and
deepest pain when he saw what sin had done. He turned away in complete revulsion at the
ugliness of sin.
When he did that, Jesus was alone. Completely forsaken. God-forsaken. Abandoned. Deserted.
Disowned.
We may not understand that. Indeed, it is certain that we do not. But that is what these words
mean.
Thus did the Son of God make complete identification with sinners. Jesus became a curse for
us. He died in our place. All our sins were laid on him. It was for that reason—and only for that
reason—that God the Father forsook his beloved Son.
When Charles Wesley wrote his great hymn And Can It Be?, he began the second verse with a
line that could have been written with this statement in view:
’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies:
Who can explore His strange design?
We will never fully understand what it meant for Christ die in our place, taking our sins upon
himself, bearing our punishment, that we might be forgiven forever.
Rest in this simple truth. He was forsaken that we might never be forsaken. Those who trust in
him will never be disappointed, in this life or in the life to come.
Amazing love! How can it be, That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? Amen.
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March 30

Why Are You Weeping?

“Why are you weeping?" (John 20:15).
Death is never easy to deal with.
Most of the time we can avoid it or postpone it or keep it far away from us. But sometimes death
stares us in the face and we don’t know what to do or how to respond. That’s why Mary
Magdalene was standing alone at the Garden Tomb about 6:30 a.m. on the first Easter Sunday.
If the tomb is empty, why is she still there? Either you know the answer and I don’t have to
explain it, or you don’t, and there isn’t much I can say. If you’ve ever lost a loved one who
meant more to you than life itself, you know why she was there. She had loved Jesus in life, now
she loved him in death. She served him in life, now she meant to serve him in death. She was
there at the tomb, alone, because death could not destroy her love.
Some of you got up this morning and remembered friends and loved ones who are not with you
this year. Perhaps later today or sometime tomorrow you will go to a quiet cemetery and stand by
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a grave alone. In your heart, you may even talk to the one who is now gone and tell them again
how much you miss them. If you have ever done that, you know why Mary was there.
She weeps because the tomb is empty. She is weeping over an empty tomb! What should have
been good news broke her heart. We would say today that the empty tomb is one of the greatest
proofs of the Resurrection. Yet Mary weeps. This shows us that evidence alone will never
persuade anyone. Unless the evidence is accompanied by proper understanding and an open
heart, no one will be changed. Mary had all the right facts but she still jumped to the wrong
conclusion. We often do the same thing. When faced with trials and unexplainable tragedy, we
often weep over our circumstances, when if we had God’s perspective, we wouldn’t weep at all.
Consider this. If Mary had gotten her wish, we would be the ones weeping today. If she had
found Jesus’ body still in the tomb, we would have nothing to celebrate because Easter would
not exist.
I close with the question Jesus asked Mary, only I would like to ask each person who reads my
words: Why are you weeping? As one writer put it, when Jesus walked out of the tomb, all his
people came out with him.
It’s Saturday, but Sunday’s coming. Let that thought give strength to your heart today.
Lord Jesus, we pray for faith to see your promises through our tears. We thank you that
Saturday leads on to Sunday, and that Holy Week always ends in a resurrection. Amen.
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March 31

Why Do You Look for the Living
Among the Dead?

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5)
Several years ago we visited the Holy Land for the fifth time. We ended our last day of touring in
Jerusalem by going to the Garden Tomb, the spot believed by many to be the actual burial place
of Jesus. It is located next to Gordon’s Calvary, that strange rock outcropping that appears to be
worn into the shape of a skull. In Jesus’ day we know it was used as a burial site. Many believe it
was the spot of the crucifixion.
The Garden Tomb is located about 100 yards from Gordon’s Calvary and is in fact the spot of a
beautiful garden built over an ancient Roman aqueduct. To your left as you enter is a typical
first-century tomb dug into the hillside. A trench in front of the opening was apparently designed
for the massive stone that once covered the entrance.
Because the opening is very small, I had to duck to go inside. For a few seconds, you see nothing
until your eyes adjust to the darkness. Then you can easily make out the two chambers. Visitors
stand in the mourners chamber. A wrought-iron fence protects the chamber where the body was
laid. You soon notice that the burial chamber was originally designed for two bodies. However
one ledge was never finished for some reason. The other one was. It appears to be designed for a
person slightly less than six feet tall.
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As I looked around the burial chamber, I could see faint markings left by Christian pilgrims from
earlier centuries. After a few seconds another thought enters the mind. There is no body to be
found in this tomb. Whoever was buried there evidently left a long time ago. The Garden Tomb
is empty!
As you exit back into the sunlight, your eyes fasten upon a wooden sign: “He is not here, for he
is risen.”
On this Easter morning I am happy to declare those ancient words once again. The empty tomb
really is empty because Jesus Christ really did rise from the dead.
Let the people of God rejoice. “He is risen! He is risen indeed.”
Living Lord Jesus, be born anew in our hearts today. Lead us to the empty tomb. May we
hear the angel’s voice declare, “He is not here, for he is risen, as he said.” Let faith rise to
banish our fears. May those who doubt, doubt no more. May Easter joy fill our hearts
today. Through him and to him who is the resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ our
Lord, Amen.
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We hope you have enjoyed this journey through the Lenten season with us!
Would you consider making a donation so that we could continue to offer this free ebook and
thousands of other resources free to people around the world through our website?
Thank you and God bless you!
Donate to Keep Believing Ministries
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